The hand on the wheel of the Exxon Valdez as it approached Bligh Reef belonged to Robert Kagan, a 15-year veteran of the Exxon fleet who began his maritime career as a mess hand, cleaning rooms and serving dinner. 

Kagan later was licensed to steer tankers, but supervisors and other crew said he was shaky at the helm, and Kagan conceded he had a tendency to "chase the compass." 

Shortly after midnight on March 24, 1989, Kagan failed to execute an ordered course correction that would have directed the Exxon Valdez safely past the reef and instead put her aground. 


The Cause of the Exxon Valdez Disaster




ANCHORAGE- Superior Court Judge Karl Johnstone on Friday ordered Capt. Joseph Hazelwood to spend 1,000 hours wiping rocks and cleaning beaches in Prince William Sound as punishment for steering the tanker Exxon Valdez onto Bligh Reef where it spilled 11 million gallons of crude oil.


But Johnstone said Hazelwood should be held responsible for drinking before he set sail on March 23, 1989, and for leaving the helm of his ship.








