Avalanches – video

· 100,000,000 visitors to mountain areas per year

· 150 deaths /year (75 ‘off piste’ skiers)

· avalanches often triggered by off piste skiers. 1994 a group of UK doctors went off piste in French Alps at a ‘high risk’ time. Were missing all weekend – one survivor eventually rescued. Risk of ‘rescue cost’ as a fine and prison sentence.

· Victims trapped unable to move – dead in 15 minutes – asphyxiation or cold.

· Compulsory use of search bleepers – otherwise search by dogs and poles.

· Snow avalanches – loose or slab (main killer).

· Forests in Alps showing effects of ‘acid rain’.  20% of Alpine forest is sick/dying.

· 500,000 trees planted by Alp Action –‘green roof of Europe’. 

· FORESTS very important in avalanche reduction.

· Other defences like fences or concrete walls – are ugly, visual scarring.

· Also use gunshot or explosive to ‘attack’ and ‘defuse’ avalanches – abatement technique – reducing the ‘size’ of the hazard by defusing when small.

· Prediction is a science – analyse snow and ice crystals. How will it react to human contact.

· Computers used to build up a database 

· of avalanche incidents and locations.

· Of associated weather conditions

· Put in today’s weather and computer makes a prediction of risk.

· Computer prediction now used all over the world.

· MORE SKIERS / FEWER DEATHS / must be BETTER CONTROL.

