Key stage 3 geography National Curriculum level descriptions for pupils

	NCLevel
	Knowledge and understanding
	Geographical skills

	2


	· Brief, simple descriptions of places and features.  Little content.

· Simple observations of patterns and processes.

· Some use of basic geographical vocabulary.

· Demonstrates a superficial factual knowledge. 
	· Use of simple skills

	3


	· Beginning to describe places, features and processes but not in detail.

· Perhaps one, simple explanation given.

· Beginning to use appropriate geographical vocabulary.

·  Demonstrates an adequate factual knowledge.
	· Use of a small range of simple skills although occasional errors eg. lack of annotations, inappropriate scale.

	4


	· Descriptions of features, places and processes include more detail but few explanations are offered (those that are offered are simplistic).

· Responses show a good understanding but misinterpretations are still common.

· A range of appropriate geographical vocabulary is used.

· An adequate factual knowledge is demonstrated.
	· Use of a range of simple skills; fewer errors than at level 3.

	5


	· Descriptions of features, places and processes are fairly detailed and are beginning to offer more reasoned explanations.
· Responses show a satisfactory understanding but misinterpretations are common.

· A range of appropriate geographical vocabulary is used.

· A sound factual knowledge is demonstrated.
	· Satisfactory use of a range of skills

· Satisfactory presentation

	6


	· Descriptions of features, places and processes are detailed and a range of reasoned explanations are offered.

· Responses show a good understanding but misinterpretations are still common.

· A wide range of geographical vocabulary is used.

· A fairly broad factual knowledge is demonstrated.
	· Effective/competent use of a range of skills with very few errors

· Good presentation

	7


	· Descriptions of features, places and processes are very detailed and more specific and increasingly detailed explanations are offered.  Conclusions are substantiated.

· Responses show a very good understanding; misinterpretations are less common.  Initiative is shown in researching work.

· A wide range of geographical vocabulary is used.

· A broad factual knowledge is demonstrated.
	· Accurate use of a wide range of skills

· Accurate presentation

	8/EP


	· Written descriptions are very thorough and explanations show a great depth of detail and analysis. Conclusions are substantiated.

·  Exemplification is detailed. .  A great deal of initiative is shown in researching work.

· Responses show a deeper understanding; very few misinterpretations.

· Extensive use of geographical vocabulary.

· An extensive factual knowledge is demonstrated.
	· Very accurate use of a wide range of skills.   

· Evaluative comments/limitations of skills are often offered as well as suggested improvements that could be made to the work

· Very accurate presentation
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