Key Stage 3 NEW ORDERS 2008

Aims:

In planning to implement the New Orders for Geography from September 2008 our aims have been:

· To make Geography ‘fun’ for pupils, planning stimulating lessons with a variety of learning activities making full use of starter and plenary games.

· To use our ‘third’ lesson to advantage by having one lesson focussed on the development of skills and for ‘geography in the news’ items.

· To relate our work to the New Skills Framework for Wales (including Key Skills) and also the whole school initiatives of Assessment for Learning and Building Learning Power. Pupils will be encouraged to evaluate their own progress in learning the subject.

· To support students in their broader geographical learning (outside formal lessons) 
· with website support (including a weekly quiz)

· by leading EcoSchool activities 

· supporting of activities like DoE Awards for Y9 students.
The New Orders in brief:

Skills: 

Locate places

Use maps

Explain spatial pattern

Describe and explain

Cause and effect

Change and trends

Question sequence

Collect by practical

Analyse Conclude evaluate

Opinions / values

Bias / reliability

Terminology, graphs, maps

Range:
Selected examples from Wales, Europe, wider world

1 Rural v. urban (St Kilda) changes in QoL

2 Processes and Landforms of rivers – Usk? Year 12 investigation!!!

3 population - pattern change movement 

4 people as consumers (EU work)

5 rich v poor – economic development

6 tectonic and other hazards (Y9) + flood + hurricane

7 threatened environments and sustainable development (Alaska)

8 global citizen / sustainable

Pupils to undertake (at least):

one group investigation

one individual investigation

Geography  in the News to be covered

Fieldwork opportunities to be provided 

Enquiry route to ask:

· what are the features of this place?

· How is the place changing? Happen next? Short/long?

· How connected to other places?

· How do people and environment interconnect?

· Can change be sustainable?

· Issues for people? Views and opinions?

· My actions and other people’s make a difference?

From the Old Orders:

(water cycle / weather gone)

(ecosystem gone)

Assessment to include

1. end of unit grades / evaluations

2. exam in Year 8

3. homework enquiry

4. oral

5. skills eg graph interpretation exercise

Whole School Learning initiatives:

Building Learning Power (resilience, resourcefulness, reciprocation, reflection)

AfL (talking partners [rotated]; marking scheme,)

Structure:

Each Year will have 4  Units and each should be 7 lessons long with the 8th lesson covering assessment and evaluation of what has been learned. 

However, a fifth unit each year in the 3rd lesson of the timetable rotation will focus on the development of geographical skills. By Year 9 this will become individual pupil presentations of  ‘geography in the news’ items.

Each Unit will have a ‘catchy’ title posed in a manner to focus the pupils’ attention on the overall key issue.

There is a scheme of work for each unit available at www.geogonline.org.uk
And the website has lesson by lesson learning resource materials for staff and pupils. Thus if a pupil is absent they can find the work from home.

	Outline of Units for Key Stage 3 Geography at CHS.

	
	Y7
	
	

	1
	Town and country (Wales) 
	settlement work esp QoL.
	Blaenavon Crick and Cardiff Bay

	2
	Rich world poor world
	
	Uganda and Wales

	3
	People as consumers – global citizens
	
	EU

	4
	Threatened environments – school ECOSCHOOL
	FIELDWORK
	School Fieldwork litter

	
	Geographical Skills
	Every 3rd lesson
	

	
	Y8
	
	

	1
	rivers
	
	

	2
	Global warming /energy – tomorrow’s citizen
	
	

	3
	Alaska – threatened environment
	
	

	4
	Tomorrow’s citizen – transport issues
	FIELDWORK
	Town / (National Park)?

	
	Geographical Skills / Research
	Every 3rd lesson
	

	
	Y9
	
	

	1
	hazards
	
	

	2
	population
	
	

	3
	Threatened environments 
	Dry places
	

	4
	Consumers /shopping
	fieldwork
	Abergavenny

	
	IN THE NEWS
	Every third lesson
	Individual talks


