
Describe the Scheme:

Storage: This is the largest man made lake in Europe – it is a reservoir and is bigger than Lake Ullswater. The lake  is 12 km long.It is the main reason why there are never any water shortages in Northumberland (unlike many other parts of England) even though the County as a whole is one of the driest in the country. There is a large forest around the reservoir and both the lake and the forest are used for tourism. The lake holds an amazing 200 billion litres of water to ensure the people and industry of the North East always have enough for their needs. Started in 1975 and finished in 1982. It cost £167 million.

Supply: It forms part of the UK's first example of a regional water grid. Water released from the reservoir can supply Tyneside, Wearside and Teesside, over 80 miles away. There are pipelines taking the water from the Tyne where the reservoir is (to supply Newcastle), to the Wear which flows to Sunderland and then to the Tees which flows to Middlesbrough.

Why was it necessary? Back in the 1960s the thought the North East of England would run short of water because of all its heavy industries like steel making and ship building. By the time the scheme was built all these industries had closed. It looked like they had too much water supply. However, in the 1990s there was a drought in Yorkshire and they bought water from Kielder. It looked that the planners had been far sighted and met future needs. Some people still argue the scheme was a waste of money.

Good and Bad Points…

	Good
	Bad

	Multi purpose scheme – water supply, flood control, tourism and forestry.
	Flooded a beautiful valley – an area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

	Created jobs in tourism – big visitor attraction
	Displaced farming communities

	No problem of water shortage in NE England. Can sell water to other parts of the UK
	Not really needed so a waste of money? The reservoir has never been less than 90% full.

	Also generates HEP to supply homes and industry in the region.
	One and a half million trees were cut down to make way for the lake.


Location: Kielder Water is the largest man made lake in Europe. It is in N.E. England. It is about 40 kms north west of Newcastle.

















Location: Kielder Water, in the county of Northumberland in the N.E of England.














