
	Yuma is in southern Arizona, USA – it is an arid desert region. 1

	Even in winter temperatures reach 30*C in the middle of the day. 2

	Nothing grows without irrigation 3
	Dole also provides the machinery to harvest the crops. 4


	The farmers use flood irrigation, sprinklers and drip irrigation. 5
	Marcus’ family do not own land – land is too expensive for families to buy now. 6


	Dole the food corporation signs deals for everything that farmers produce – but at a low guaranteed price. 7
	Costs are rising 10% a year. Many family farms have sold out to big producers. 8


	All of the Colorado water is now used – there is none to spare. The cost of water is rising. 9
	In the summer Marcus has work experience working for one of the big Agribusiness producers. 10


	The water for irrigation comes from the river Colorado. 11

	Yuma is the Winter Salad Bowl Capitol of the USA. 12

	The farmers are cutting back on fertilizers because if they use too much it pollutes the river water. 13

	Many farmers are swapping to organic production now – to save the environment & to get a higher price. 14


	Farming is a high technology business – water for irrigation is ordered by computer. 15
	Farming may not be sustainable. The water costs may make the produce too expensive in the shops. 16


	Yuma grows all kinds of salad produce from lettuce to broccoli – in winter time. 17
	Marcus is part of the Future Farmers of America training programme. 18


	Dole sends in migrant labourers to harvest the lettuce – just when the crop is ready. 19
	Unless Marcus gets an education he will end up flipping burgers in MacDonalds. 20


	Marcus is training to be a plant pathologist. 21
	Marcus Segovia is a migrant labourer who originally came from Mexico. 22


	Dole process the lettuce in their packing plant and deliver to supermarkets across the USA. 23
	Marcus knows that he needs a specialist skill if he is to get a career in agriculture. 24




Why is Marcus Moore spending his summer holiday standing in a field of lettuce under the hot desert sun?





Think about:


What is the Yuma area like?	


What does Marcus Moore plan to do?


How is farming organised in Yuma?


What problems does the area face?








