Nile Delta

Sort out the phrases into the following sections:

1. Location

In northern Egypt. 4

Beside the Mediterranean Sea. 7

At the mouth of the River Nile. 21

North of Cairo 24

2. Describing the delta 
The delta has an arcuate or fan shape. 2

The delta is flat low-lying land 11

The main river channel splits into a number of small distributaries. 20

The delta has some salty lagoon lakes. 15

3. How the delta was made

Made of silt (alluvium) deposited by the river as it loses energy when entering the sea. 1

Weak tides mean the silt is not eroded away. 6

Over time the delta builds out to sea 13

Each year the annual flood added more silt to raise the delta land level. 18

Lagoons gradually silt up. 12

Inland parts of the delta become more solid and dry out. 23

4. How the delta affects peoples’ activities

Vital to Egypt for centuries as fertile farmland. 3

The most densely populated part of Egypt. 9

The land was not stable – earthquakes caused buildings to collapse and land to sink. 5

As the delta dried out it sank – some old cities are now under the sea. 8

People could use the silt to make mud bricks for building. 17

5. How people are changing the delta.

The Aswan Dam was finished in 1970. 10

Now the river no longer floods or drops silt.  19

Now the delta has stopped building up and the sea is eroding it away. 14

Part of the delta erodes at 30 metres a year. 22

Sea wall defences have been built to try to save the delta. But Global Warming could make things worse.16

