POLICIES to COPE WITH AN AGEING POPULATION: just take the U.K. -
1. The government can increase the retirement age – 65 for men and women now. Raise this to 70?

2. The government can offer flexible retirement ages – employ people aged 70 e.g. B&Q. No compulsory retirement age.

3. The government can encourage people to save for their old age e.g. personal pensions. The ‘stakeholder pension’ with low charges was meant to help.

4. The government can encourage employers to offer phased retirement e.g. teachers can go part-time in the years before full retirement. This helps the individual to prepare for retirement by releasing some responsibility; the school to plan for a succession and for another individual to move towards a promotion. End to ‘ageism’.
5. The government can encourage people to take out private health insurance perhaps by giving tax relief on this. “The government has to decide on the policy for charging for residential care for the elderly. Free Scottish elderly care 'could cost £1bn' Society Guardian, Tuesday 29 April 2008 12.28 BST “The cost of providing free personal care for the elderly in Scotland could hit £1bn a year within 25 years, forcing ministers to raise taxes or sharply cut spending on other services, the scheme's architect has warned. About 50,000 elderly Scots now receive free personal care, where the taxpayer contributes £149 a week towards the costs of cleaning, cooking and housework either at home or in residential homes. The scheme is "extremely popular".
6. Free prescriptions in Wales and Scotland helps everyone but many elderly have health issues.

7. Winter Fuel Payments - The Government will again be making Winter Fuel Payments to most people aged 60 or over for winter 2008/09. A Winter Fuel Payment is an annual payment to help people aged 60 and over with the costs of keeping warm this winter. If you are aged 60 to 79 and you are entitled to receive a Winter Fuel Payment, this year you will get either £125 or £250, depending on your circumstances in the qualifying week (15 to 21 September 2008). If you are aged 80 or over and you are entitled to a Winter Fuel Payment, this year you will either £200 or £400, depending on your circumstances in the qualifying week. http://www.thepensionservice.gov.uk/winterfuel/  
8. A pro-immigration policy to address labour shortages – may be politically unpopular with some of the electorate.
9. Pro-natalist policies to encourage an increase in the fertility rate e.g. Child Benefit paid to mothers. There are two separate amounts, with a higher amount for your eldest (or only) child.  £20.00 a week for your eldest child and £13.20 a week for each of your other children. 2009
10. Tax Credits; Health in Pregnancy grants; Child Trust Fund (CTF) is a savings and investment account for children. Children born on or after 1 September 2002 will receive a £250 voucher to start their account. The account belongs to the child and can't be touched until they turn 18, so that children have some money behind them to start their adult life. http://www.childtrustfund.gov.uk/  
11. The government needs to encourage people to be less materialistic as a shortage of workers could lead to less production and a lower GDP.
