Water Supplies  in England and Wales

1. Wettest areas are in the WEST of the country covering areas like Wales. These areas receive over 1000 mms of rainfall.  These are areas of hills which get RELIEF RAINFALL.

2. The major reservoirs are also located in the WEST of England and Wales. This is because:

a. They have plenty of rain to fill up reservoirs.

b. They have impermeable rocks to reduce percolation loss

c. They have deep narrow valleys – good for dam sites.

d. They have cool cloudy weather which reduces evaporation.

e. They have few people to be affected by the flooding of valley floor land.

3. The areas of plentiful water supply are not the areas of high  population.

4. The areas of high population are mainly to the east of England. These areas have a drier climate. They have a high demand for water for industrial and domestic use.

5. So the problem is HIGH SUPPLY IN THE WEST but HIGH DEMAND IN THE EAST.

6. One SOLUTION is to transfer water from areas of over supply to the areas of deficit (high demand). One natural advantage is that the demand areas are on low ground so it is downhill which reduces pumping costs. Another  natural advantage is that several  rivers take this route  e.g. water in the Severn flows from Wales into the south west of England around Bristol.

7.  The political issue is that people in rural areas do not want to see their valleys flooded for the sake of providing water to distant cities. The problem might be even worse if it is WELSH water going to English cities. Even worse if the price of water charge to consumers us lower in England than Wales. Welsh Nationalists say ‘Cofio Tryweryn’ or ‘Remember Tryweryn – a Welsh village flooded under Llyn Celyn in the 1960s in order to supply water to Liverpool.

REMEMBER: all water supply schemes have

· good and bad points

· they have SOCIAL, ECONOMIC and ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

