Command Words WJEC AS Geography

Candidates should be familiar with the command terms and phrases used in WJEC examination questions at AS/A Geography. A limited range of terms are used, with more challenging terms largely confined to A2. Most of these have already been used in the new examination papers. There is a progression in terms of demand between AS and A2 although these are not exclusive and mark allocation and timing indicate the level of detail.
	Compare
	Give a point by point identification of similarities and differences or contrasts. There are usually marks reserved for the explicit use of comparative adjectives e.g. however, whereas, larger than, smaller, steeper, less densely.

	Contrast
	Give a point by point identification of differences only.

	Describe
	Identify distinctive features and give descriptive, factual detail. This is one of the most widely used command words. Unless the question says ‘describe and explain’, never explain (e.g. writing ‘because’) as there will be no credit given. This is a very easy way to waste time; especially where resource based questions such as G1 and G2 part (a) questions ask for a description that may ask to set out the main patterns, trends, characteristics, distributions, effects, relationships

	Define
	Give the precise meaning of a term. The question structure of AS and A2 units does not allow short commands of this type. However, where the question uses specialist terms such as ‘asylum seeker’, it is good practice to start with a definition before moving on to the body of the answer. This will help to avoid confusion and provide a clear focus for both you and the examiner.

	Discuss
	Describe and explain relevant points and build up a balanced argument with supporting detail. At AS the level of detail and discussion will be guided by the mark and time allocation and the level of discussion expected will be less than at A2.

	Evaluate
	Evaluate asks the candidate to give an overall assessment of value with a justification of conclusions or viewpoints.  At AS this command will be used in relation to questions about the enquiry process in G1 and G2 Question 3 (c), or where the term ‘evaluate’ is used in the Key Question or Content columns of the Specification.

	Explain
	Give reasons or causes. Show an understanding of how or why something has occurred.

	Identify
	Point out and name from a number of possibilities.  The command will be used in conjunction with ‘describe’ or ‘explain’.

	Illustrate
	Refer to a case study or example. It does not mean ‘draw’, although appropriate maps or diagrams enhance case studies. 

	Justify
	Explain why your choice is better than the possible options.

	Outline
	Give a brief summary of the main characteristics. Where questions ask for an outline of the main reasons then a summary explanation is needed.

	Use the information in Figure X to describe
	Your answer must be based on the resources provided and have a direct reference to the resource. 

	Suggest reasons why
	Put forward a plausible explanation from your wider geographical understanding and not just actual knowledge.

	Suggest and justify
	Put forward an idea and explain your choice.

	With the aid of an annotated
	Annotation requires labelling plus some explanation or extended comment on or near the diagram.


