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The Effects of the River Severn Summer Floods 2007
 http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/pdf/SCHO1109BRJA-e-e.pdf 

Short Term Effects
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Long Term Effects
[image: image10.png]~[ 4] x [[@! ranoo! search

i Favorites | 5 (@ Suggested Sites v 2] Get More Add-ons

| € s fputiicatons.environment-agency.gov k.

BE 6 e/ eefmm . [H G [ N
ﬁ::s i.n England.

Impact Best Possible Basisfor | Uncertainty
estimate range | insured | estimates score

£ £ million (see text)

‘Households (buildings and 1,010~ Adjusted 2
contents) 1430 Insurance
estimates.

Businesses (buildings, contents. 550-800 ‘Adjusted
and disruption) insurance
estimates.

Temporary accommodation Insurance
claims

Vehicles (mofors) Adjusted
insurance
estimates.

Local Government — 134 123-151 Audited
infrastructure (excluding roads (198-242) accounts of
(£83 million)) and non- (219incl LGAs

emergency services roads)

Emergency services, (LGA, B Audited
police, fire and rescue) accounts of
LGAS, police
and
firelrescue

) Audiad
Unknown Zone | Protected Mode: On





[image: image11.jpg]










The flooding affected many parts of Gloucestershire:
• 5,000 homes and businesses were flooded and many communities cut off

• 3 Borough people sadly lost their lives

• 200 people had to be rescued by boat, helicopter or land rescues

• Electricity was lost to 48,000 homes for two days

• Over half the homes in Gloucestershire and 7,500 businesses were without any mains water for up to 12 days - and 17 days for drinking water

• Across the County, 825 homes had to be evacuated, resulting in approximately 1,950 people (including 490 children) seeking temporary accommodation

• Widespread damage to highways infrastructure costing £21 million to repair

• 10,000 people stranded on the M5 motorway on 20th July

• Flood damage has resulted in the need to replace 1,030 fridges, 1,252 cookers and 1,200 washing machines

http://minutes.tewkesbury.gov.uk/Published/C00000256/M00001559/AI00009967/$ScrutinyFloodreportfinal.docA.ps.pdf 

	
	Gloucestershire
	Tewkesbury Borough*



	Homes Flooded
	4612
	1831 (38 %)



	Businesses Flooded
	597
	256 (43%)



	Families in Caravans
	593**
	500** (84%)


Tewkesbury Council Activities

Immediate Actions During the first 10 days of the emergency:
• 500 people were accommodated at Tewkesbury Borough Council’s rest centres

• 25,000 sandbags were distributed (200 tonnes of sand)

• 5 million litres of water were distributed through 85 distribution points

• 133 portaloos were distributed around Borough

• A temporary doctors surgery was set up at the Council offices for the 1st week

• Information was provided to the public via the media and the Council’s website

• For the first 6 days the offices were staffed 24/7

• For the following 8 days the offices were staffed from 06.00 – 22.00

Despite the high number of households displaced, through the hard work of all the agencies involved only 3 people presented themselves to Tewkesbury Borough Council as homeless, and they were found temporary accommodation.

Recovery Actions The local actions to aid recovery (in addition to supporting the county-wide recovery operation) included:
• Collecting flood damaged items – 920 requests were made (many of the requests were to clear whole ground floor flood damaged items)

• Providing housing advice and support

• Providing environmental health advice to individuals and businesses

• A survey of all flooded properties – 1200 residential and 300 businesses

• Supporting the setting up of community based Flood Action Groups

• Clearing up the aftermath of flooding.
“The scale and seriousness of the summer 2007 floods were sufficient to classify them as a national disaster. Analysis confirms the very significant economic costs associated with flood events of this magnitude. However, it is recognised that the impacts on the lives and livelihoods of those caught up in the summer 2007 floods cannot be expressed in monetary values alone. For many people affected, the floods were a personal tragedy from which full recovery may be very slow or not possible.” 
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Thousands of motorists were as roads became impassable including 10,000 on the M5 and M50 motorways. 500 people were stranded at Gloucester railway station as services were cancelled. 








Rivers flooded over flood plains destroying crops that were ready for harvest. One farmer estimated losses of £100,000. Another farm had Christmas trees  which afterwards developed brown patches and so could not be sold.
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In towns the sewerage and drainage systems could not cope with the huge quantities of water. Water  flowed up from manhole covers and sewers flooding people’s houses and local businesses. People were advised to stay out of the floodwater for fear of contamination with many complaining of sickness. �
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In Gloucester an electricity substation was shut down, causing 40,000 people to lose electricity but the army helped to sandbag it to prevent a much more serious and long term situation. The Mythe water treatment plant near Tewkesbury, flooded, leaving 350,000 people without tap water and having to be supplied by bowsers or bottled water . Schools and businesses were closed – across the UK 400,000 pupil days were lost due to school closures.








Many people whose homes were flooded had to stay with relatives or in caravans and hotels. Many were still in caravans by Christmas, some a year later and a few two years later.  A survey revealed about  75% of household losses were recoverable by  insurance but others faced real financial hardship.





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://cache2.asset-cache.net/xc/78206600.jpg?v=1&c=IWSAsset&k=2&d=77BFBA49EF8789219B309651A2344B3F4EE26F8AAC4B7F342DF027DBA1663B2D42BF5722B7DCC6A6" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://newsimg.bbc.co.uk/media/images/44284000/jpg/_44284608_ronald_gijsel.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Businesses had to be cleaned out and many lost orders whilst they repaired the damage. Tourism was badly affected in Tewkesbury and one restaurant estimated it had lost £80,000. Shops were flooded and stock was damaged.





Children had to be taught in temporary classrooms without books, which had been lost in the floods. Across England farmers lost crops worth over £50 million and this would affect their ability to reinvest for next year.
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The 2007 floods wiped out a water treatment plant (Mythe) , leaving 350,000 in Gloucestershire without drinking water for more than two weeks. Nearly 50,000 homes in the county had no electricity while protection work was carried out on a sub-station. If the electricity station had flooded people could have been without electricity for weeks.��Read more: � HYPERLINK "http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1047448/Millions-face-danger-flooding-catastrophe.html" \l "ixzz1CpUEV4Ut" �http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1047448/Millions-face-danger-flooding-catastrophe.html#ixzz1CpUEV4Ut�





Average flood damage for farmland  cost were about £1,150 per flooded hectare.  Insurance claims across the UK were a record £3.5 billion. 
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The economic s costs are summarised here. The main ones are repairs to household costs 38%,  losses to business 23%. 75% of households were insured but 95% of business losses were insured. Often natural disasters pick out the poorest in society to suffer the most and for longest.








