Key Question 1.5  What are the causes and impacts of changing gender structures? The impacts of changing gender structures

> Students should understand that the impacts of changing gender balances can be positive or negative. 
> Students should categorise impacts as social, economic or political. 
> Students should use examples from one or more countries (already studied) which have a gender imbalance.

Reasons for the problem:
REASON China - rural, social tradition. Especially in rural areas, the son, -- even when he grows up -- remains part of the family, whereas the girl is taken away into some other family. So they think, especially in rural areas, that the son will support the family."
REASON China - political: The age-old bias for boys, combined with China's draconian one-child policy imposed since 1980, has produced what Gu Baochang, a leading Chinese expert on family planning, described as "the largest, the highest, and the longest" gender imbalance in the world.
REASON India - economic / tradition - "This is not something which is happening in poor families, but in wealthy families. They want to conserve land and property and hand it on to sons. And they don't want to dissipate that wealth among girls."
> Video Clip: China - One Child Policy 1980+
What were the successes and flaws of this policy?

The Problem of Son Preference
In the absence of manipulation, both the sex ratio at birth and the population sex ratio are remarkably constant in human populations. Small alterations do occur naturally; for example, a small excess of male births has been reported to occur during and after war. The tradition of son preference, however, has distorted these natural sex ratios in large parts of Asia and North Africa. This son preference is manifest in sex-selective abortion and in discrimination in care practices for girls, both of which lead to higher female mortality. Differential gender mortality has been a documented problem for decades and led to reports in the early 1990s of 100 million “missing women” across the developing world. Since that time, improved health care and conditions for women have resulted in reductions in female mortality, but these advances have now been offset by a huge increase in the use of sex-selective abortion, which became available in the mid-1980s. Largely as a result of this practice, there are now an estimated 80 million missing females in India and China alone. The large cohorts of “surplus” males now reaching adulthood are predominantly of low socioeconomic class, and concerns have been expressed that their lack of ‘marriageability’, and consequent marginalization in society, may lead to antisocial behaviour and violence, threatening societal stability and security. Measures to reduce sex selection must include strict enforcement of existing legislation, the ensuring of equal rights for women, and public awareness campaigns about the dangers of gender imbalance.
> Video Clip:  Female Infanticide Who is this video aimed at?
China: An author warns: that the spread of sex selection is giving rise to a generation of restless young men who will not find mates. History, biology, and sociology all suggest that these “surplus males” will generate high levels of crime and social disorder, the authors say. Even worse is the possibility that the governments of India and China will build up huge armies in order to provide a safety valve for the young men’s aggressive energies.
“In 2020 it may seem to China that it would be worth it to have a very bloody battle in which a lot of their young men could die in some glorious cause. Will China’s gender imbalance lead to war? » The Peking Duck Positive or negative? Social, economic or political?
India widening gender imbalances in under 7s.
The sex ratio (males per 1,000 females) for the under-7 population has increased from 1,058 in 1991 to 1,078 in 2001. Sharp increases have been observed in prosperous states like Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Gujarat, Uttaranchal, Maharashtra, and Chandigarh. Explanations for this 20-point difference are disturbing. Improvements in primary health care may have reached boys faster than girls, or worse, more girls may have been aborted or allowed to die after birth. These findings are consistent with those of the second National Family Health Survey. It revealed that, for infants under 1 year old, male mortality exceeds female mortality by 5 percent but that, after the age of 1, sex differentials in mortality are reversed. According to the survey, the number of deaths of girls ages 1 to 4 is estimated to be 1.5 times higher than the number of deaths among boys of the same age because of relative nutritional and medical neglect of girls (by this age, breastfeeding ceases).
Male births to Indian born immigrant mothers in the UK: In 2007, an Oxford University study suggested a phenomenon among Indian-born mothers in both England and Wales. It found that the proportion of male to female newborns increased from 103 male births per 100 female births in the 1970s to 114.4 by the end of 2005. The authors expect the sex ratio to move upward given the recent surge in immigration from Southeast Asia and the availability of new technology that makes sex determination possible within the first five weeks of pregnancy. New reproductive technologies used for sex selection such as embryo screening, sperm sorting, and blood tests have been marketed to Indian expatriates in the United States and Canada in recent publications such as India Abroad and The Indian Express.
Since 1994, laws have been in enacted in India banning the use of embryo screening, sperm sorting, and other methods for sex selection, although these are not always strictly enforced.
Impacts of the Problem:
POLITICAL IMPACTS  GOOD - 27 provinces and regions in China allow couples who are both adult children from one-child families to have two children. Relaxation of the one child policy first introduced in 1980 since it is seen to have had impacts on the gender balance. Hainan province (see below) higher pensions for families with only girls. > Video Clip. 
BAD - The excess of young men could give rise to increased political extremism. There could be pressures to kidnap brides or import brides and even an increased potential for 'war mongering' policies.
ECONOMIC IMPACTS
GOOD - Chinese authorities thus consider the policy as a great success in helping to implement China's current economic growth. The original intent of the one-child policy was economic, to reduce the demand of natural resources, maintaining a steady labour rate, reducing unemployment caused from surplus labour, and reducing the rate of exploitation.
GOOD - The individual savings rate has increased since the introduction of the One Child Policy. This has been partially attributed to the policy in two respects. First, the average Chinese household expends fewer resources, both in terms of time and money, on children, which gives many Chinese more money with which to invest. Second, since young Chinese can no longer rely on children to care for them in their old age, there is an impetus to save money for the future via pension planning.
BAD Sex industry workers in China, for instance, are at a high-risk for infection with the HIV/AIDS virus. Prostitution, and possibly trafficking of women, also is expected to rise in areas where there are many single men. (Also social BAD)
BAD Unequal Enforcement - rich can afford to pay fines. Government officials and especially wealthy individuals have often been able to violate the policy in spite of fines. For example, between 2000 and 2005, as many as 1,968 officials in central China's Hunan province were found to be violating the policy, according to the provincial family planning commission; also exposed by the commission were 21 national and local lawmakers, 24 political advisors, 112 entrepreneurs and 6 senior intellectuals. Some of the offending officials did not face penalties, although the government did respond by raising fines and calling on local officials to "expose the celebrities and high-income people who violate the family planning policy and have more than one child."
SOCIAL IMPACTS
GOOD - The reduction in the fertility rate and thus population growth has reduced the severity of problems that come with overpopulation, like epidemics, slums, overwhelmed social services (such as health, education, law enforcement), and strain on the ecosystem from abuse of fertile land and production of high volumes of waste.
GOOD - It is reported that the focus of China on population control helps provide a better health service for women and a reduction in the risks of death and injury associated with pregnancy. At family planning offices, women receive free contraception and pre-natal classes. Help is provided for pregnant women to closely monitor their health. In various places in China, the government rolled out a ‘Care for Girls’ program, which aims at eliminating cultural discrimination against girls in rural and underdeveloped areas through subsidies and education. 
BAD The Chinese use the graphic phrase "bare branches" to describe them. They are men with little prospect of having a wife and children -- doomed to remain alone because the brides they should have were never born. An estimated 10 million young Chinese men will fall into the category
BAD In China it is feared that the millions of restless young men could begin to vent their frustration through violence and crime. In India sociologists already are examining statistics that show rising crime rates in areas where there are high concentrations of single men.
BAD In India often women are made to feel guilty if they bear a daughter. It is important to 
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raise the status of women in their own eyes. Risk of female infanticide / neglect of female infants. Sex selective abortion and scans to determine sex of foetus. > Video Clip
