Theories of Migration
· You need to understand that there are different theories of migration and be aware of models such as those of Ravenstein, Lee, Stouffer and the Gravity Model.

· You should understand that the models provide useful frameworks for illustrating basic concepts of human movement. 

· You should have detailed knowledge of at least one model and of its application.
A brief summary of Models of Migration (in Chronological Order)
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Name
Ravenstein's laws | 1875-89 | Most migrants travel short distances and with
of migration increasing distance the numbers of migrants decrease

Migration occurs in a series of waves or steps

Each significant migration stream produces, to a
degree, a counterstream

Urban dwellers are less migratory than rural dwellers
The major causes of migration are economic

Stouffer's theory | 1940 “The volume of migration between two place

of intervening | related not so much to distance and population size,

opportunities. but to perceived opportunities that exist in those
two places and between them

ZipPsinverse | 1949 The volume of migration is inversely proportional to
distance law the distance travelled by migrants, and directly
proportional to the populations of the source and
i destination
The gravity model | 19605 This simple formula expresses Zipf's two relationships
Theleamodel | 1966 | This revised the simple push-pull model in two ways

it introduced the idea of ‘intervening obstacles’ that
need to be overcome before migration takes place
Source and destination are seen as possessing a
range of attributes; each would-be migrant perceives
these attributes differently, depending on personal
characteristics, such as age, sex and marital status

The Todaro model | 1971 This stresses that potential migrants weigh up both
the costs and benefits of moving before taking any
action; migrants act in economic selfinterest

The Stark model | 1989 This extends the Todaro model by arguing that there
is more to migration than the optimising behaviour
of migrants; risk spreading in families s one such

factor
Marxist theory | Fashionable | Migration is seen as the inevitable outcome of the
inthe spread of capitalism
1980s Migration is the only option for people once they are

alienated from the land

Gender studies | 19905 These emphasise that men and women differ in their
responses to migration factors and that sex discrimi-
nation in the labour market has an important impact





Uses of Models of Migration
· They simplify a complicated real world to aid understanding 

· They remove obscuring details so that general principles can be seen. 

· They are adaptable and can be applied to a variety of different migration case studies. 

· Although some models such as like Ravenstein's laws were devised during the 1880s the findings are still valid.
Patterns of Migration according to Ravenstein
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Most migrants proceed over a
short distance

Migration occurs in a series of
stages

Aswell as movement to large
cities, there s also movement
away from them (dispersal)
Long-distance migrants are more
likely to move Lo large cities

Urban dwellers are less migratory
than rural dwellers

Women are more migratory
than men over short-distances
Migration increases with
advances in technology

Explanation

due tolimited technology, transport and poor commu-
nications, people know more about local opportunities
typically from rural to small town, to large town steps or
to city; once in an urban area people become ‘locked in"
tothe urban hierarchy

the rich move away from the urban areas and commute
from nearby villages and small towns (an early form of
suburbanisation and counterurbanisation)

people will only know about the opportunities

in large cities of far-away countries

there are fewer opportunities in rural areas

especially for marriage and in societies where the status
of women s low

such as transport, communications, and the spread of
information




Limitations of Models of Migration
All the models are simplifications and they contain hidden assumptions. These assumptions can be unrealistic: 

· that all people are free to migrate 

· that all people have the skills, education and qualifications which allow them to move. 

· that there are minimal barriers to migration, such as race, class, income, language and gender 

· that distance is not a major factor in migration.
Lee's Model
[image: image3.png]PUSH

_—
Migration

_—
Intervening
obstacles

PULL

-0 3
+ O
o O
+ -

o

Destination

The ‘push-pull”
mechanism

Key

+ Positive factors
— Negative factors
O Neutral factors




	[image: image4.png]





	[image: image5.png]| Christina Martinez

14

A




[image: image6.png]o

San Disgo, USA






	[image: image7.png]



	[image: image8.png]



	[image: image9.png]Background:




[image: image10.jpg]



Christina comes from a small town in south Mexico, where she taught for two years until 1999, when an earthquake badly damaged the school and it had to be closed. At that point, she decided to try and make a new start in the USA. Her dream was to cross into San Ysidro, go on to San Diego and make a better life for herself.

She travelled north by bus to Mexico City and stayed with her uncle while she raised some cash. She did odd jobs in restaurants and cleaning and saved enough for the bus fare north to Tijuana, on the Mexican US border. 

She stayed in a small shanty town close to the border. Conditions were very poor in the shanty town, with no proper sewage system. She had to cook over an open fire and collect water from a standpipe.

Christina and four friends made three attempts to cross the border illegally, at Tecate, where there was no fence. On each occasion they were caught and returned. Eventually, they did make it safely to San Diego County but only with the help of a smuggler (coyote). Each of them paid him $6000 to help them get into the US. 

It's been three years since she made her move.
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Christina had no family to take with her or to force her to reconsider her decision to move. Her parents are both dead. She has two married, older sisters and a younger brother, Paulo, who works on a farm in Southern California. He left home to work for six months, but never came back. 

Tlaxiaco is a small town with very few jobs and more and more of the younger people have been migrating away from the town. Virtually every family Christina knows has two or more relatives living and working in Mexico City or the United States. Mexicans make up the largest group of foreign born immigrants in the US. There are about ten million of them.
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Christina really worried about the journey north. They would have to get over a 10 foot high steel wall and past the border guards with dogs, lights, motion sensors and helicopter patrols. Migrants often drowned in the All American Canal which runs parallel to the border. They would be easy to apprehend while they were crossing open country. And she'd heard horrific stories about migrants dying of heat in the desert. Christina had read in the papers that more than four hundred migrants had died in the four years up to 2000. [image: image15.png]Life Now:




Since she migrated illegally to San Diego Christina has been cleaning houses. Now she has a better job as a live-in housekeeper cum nanny, earning $45 a day. This is better than the average pay for migrants, who can earn as little as $3 an hour. (The official Californian minimum wage is $6.75 an hour). She's earning much more than she would have as a teacher in Mexico. Her employer is an executive in an electronics factory and his wife works as a personal assistant to the head of a recruitment agency. Christina looks after the two children and, once she's taken them to school, has to do cleaning and laundry before she gets a couple of hours to herself. In the afternoon she has to prepare the evening meal. Most evenings she has free.

Christina says she'll never move back to Mexico. She'd like to be able to visit her sisters but makes do with keeping in touch by phone. She has no intention of trying to contact her brother.
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Lee’s Model Lee (1966) produced a series of Principles of Migration, in an attempt to bring together all aspects of migration theory at that time. Of particular note was his origin – intervening obstacles – destination model which emphasised the role of push and pull factors.
4 classes of factors which influence the decision:

1.
those associated with the place of origin

2.
those associated with the place of destination

3.
intervening obstacles which lie between the origin and destination

4.
a variety of personal factors
Each place of origin and destination has numerous positive, negative and neutral factors for the individual. What may constitute a negative factor for one individual e.g. a cold climate may be a positive factor to someone else. Lee suggested that there is a difference in the operation of these factors at the origin and the destination, as the latter will always be less well known. “There is always an element of ignorance or even mystery about the area of destination, and there must always be some uncertainty with regard to the reception of the migrant in the new area” This is particularly true with international migration.
Most migrants spend their youth in the are of origin and would enjoy good health and limited responsibilities. The may overevaluate the positive elements of the place and underevaluate the negative. 
On the other hand the newly arrived migrant may have difficulties in assimilation and may form an equally false evaluation of the factors at the destination.
The intervening obstacles include distance, the means and cost of transport, and legal restraints like immigration laws.
Intervening Opportunities or Places may lie along the migration route. Economic migrants from LEDCs frequently end up in a place other than that which they were heading. If they find work in the intervening place, they will make the best of it and may stay.

Read the articles about migration in Uganda
Kampala’s ghettos and slums developed partly as a result of rural to urban migration (41% of Uganda’s urban population lives in Kampala, giving it a population of 1.4 million, 54% of whom live in one- or two-roomed houses, known as muzigos. Another 1 million people commute to the city for work everyday, though, according to the last Population and Housing Census, 39% of Kampala’s population lives in absolute poverty, and 43% of the population is unemployed.In addition to the population growth from the above reasons, many of the slums inhabitants migrated from neighbouring countries that were/are engaged in civil war, ending up in Kampala with nothing whatsoever, what they did have in their country of origin having been destroyed in the war.  Which is why, for example, you will find in a slum such as Kisenyi, people from Somalia, Rwanda, Sudan, Ethiopia, Congo. Note: A point worth bearing in mind is that whilst there may be the fear in the West of migrants, and would-be migrants, from Africa, most migration, economic or otherwise, occurs within the continent. 

Basically, since the 1990s, the supply of low-cost housing has not kept pace with the city’s population growth, and so the spread of unplanned, informal settlements, i.e. slums, which boast a population density of over 14,000 people per square kilometer. The muzigos in the informal settlements typically lack adequate sanitation and drainage and many stand in wetlands that are prone to flooding.Source:

http://www.ghettoradio.nl/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=21&Itemid=62 
In Uganda, Migration is influenced by the following factors.
Education: People move from rural areas to the urban in search of good quality education. This can happen if people do not have good standard school in their areas.

Employment: This has greatly influenced rural urban migration for most regions in the world since people try to find a better working environment and bigger salaries.

Security: Most rural areas are insecure with rebel activity leading most crime. The north has been controlled by the Lord's Resistance Army. People have to migrate in search of a peaceful home… ending up in the urban areas.

Cultural factors: Many people leave their home for urban areas because they are scared of some cultural practices like circumcision. They try to hide in the towns.

Standards of living: Higher standards of leaving also attract people especially the youths to live in urban areas. They leave their home in rural areas and try to start new urban lives.

Rural urban migration has many impacts to the places where these people settle. Slums develop highly in the places since they lack enough accommodation. There is cheap labour since most of the people may not be educated. Most of the culture is destroyed since most people get on with urban western styles. Since many people are accumulating in the urban places, very soon there is a problem of unemployment. 

Rural urban migration can be eliminated in the following ways. Generally the governments should equally distribute resources amongst the different provinces in the states so as to eliminate rural areas or underdevelopment. The security in rural areas should also be increased to decrease rebel activity. Small-scale industries can be set up in the rural areas to create employment for the people as this can decrease on rural urban migration.

Source: http://www.globalteenager.org.gh/wass/migration/uganda.htm 


1. Identify at least three different types of migrations here. Make notes about migrations to Kampala.

 

2. List positive and negative factors associated with rural-urban migration in Uganda. Draw a table like this aiming for at least 4 points in each column. Think 'social, economic and environmental' 'push and pull' factors.
Rural Area

Urban Area

Positive

Negative

Positive

Negative

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	


Africans are highly mobile with most rural-urban migrants planning to return to their homes at some time in the future. The image below is a simple model of rural-urban migration for Africa. Source: Parnwell 1993
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3. What types of people are likely to leave rural areas for the city?
    What types of people are likely to return to the rural areas?
    What are the likely costs and benefits to rural areas from these    
    migrations? (try to list at least 4 costs and 4 benefits)



4. Suggest some political policies that could be implemented in an attempt to stem out-migration from rural areas.

5. How far do these real African migration case studies below match up with the 'theoretical model' used in the activity?
There are estimated to be between 20 and 50 million migrants in Africa, although statistical data on migration flows are incomplete and often outdated. The most important countries of immigration are Côte d’Ivoire and South Africa, whilst Somalia, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Senegal, Cape Verde, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Mali, Gambia and South Africa are all significant countries of emigration.
Internal migration involves men, women and children, and includes rural-rural, urban-rural and urban-urban flows as well as rural-urban movements. 
Links between rural and urban areas developed by migration are significant in promoting remittances, encouraging community level initiatives for the construction of public facilities and infrastructure, and linking rural producers to urban markets. Although evidence is patchy, patterns of internal migration appear to have been affected by economic crisis and structural adjustment, with some arguing that a long trend of urbanisation across the continent has been stopped or even reversed, sometimes with negative effects on rural livelihoods. 
Migration to Europe and the United States is predominantly of educated individuals, giving rise to considerable concern over the issue of ‘brain drain’. International migrants remit significant amounts of money to Africa. http://www.livelihoods.org/hot_topics/docs/Africa.pdf 2004
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Read the Case study of Christina – migrating from Mexico to the USA. Identify ‘intervening obstacles’ and ‘intervening places’ in her migration story.








