Key Question 1.4 What are the issues of the migration of refugees and asylum seekers?
· You need to be able to distinguish between refugees and asylum seekers 

· You also need to be aware that the distinction between refugees and asylum seekers can be blurred by a category of economic refugees who claim persecution, but are really seeking economic gain. 
Which came first - the asylum seeker or the refugee?
Asylum Seekers: People attempting to enter another country for permanent or temporary residence using the argument that their life would be under threat if they were returned to their own country. UNHCR says -An asylum seeker is a person who has left their country of origin, has applied for recognition as a refugee in another country, and is awaiting a decision on their application.
Refugee: People fleeing for their lives due to unfortunate, life threatening circumstances. "A person who has been forced to leave home and country because of a 'well founded fear of persecution' on account of race, religion, social group (e.g. homosexual) or political opinion.
Who is a refugee? A refugee is a person who "owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality, and is unable to or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country…"
Article 1, The 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees 
The most important parts of the refugee definition are:

· Refugees have to be outside their country of origin; 

· The reason for their flight has to be a fear of persecution; 

· The fear of persecution has to be well-founded 

· The persecution has to result from one or more of the 5 grounds listed in the definition, that is race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or political opinion; 

· They have to be unwilling or unable to seek the protection of their country. 

How is the term 'refugee' misused? The term has slipped into common usage to cover a range of people, including those displaced by natural disaster or environmental change. Environmental and disaster displacees Sometimes referred to ‘environmental refugees’ or ‘disaster refugees’, in fact most of those displaced by environmental factors or disasters do not leave the borders of their homeland.

Refugees are often confused with other migrants.
In international law, the term 'refugee' has a specific meaning and is NOT to be confused with 'economic refugee'. Economic Refugee: A person fleeing poverty rather than political persecution or the results of a natural disaster. But UNHCR says: Economic Refugee -This term is not correct. The accurate description of people who leave their country or place of residence because they want to seek a better life is 'economic migrant'. Economic Migrant Migrants make a conscious choice to leave their country of origin and can return there without a problem. If things do not work out as they had hoped or if they get homesick, it is safe for them to return home.


Internally Displaced Person: someone who has been forced to leave his/her home for reasons similar to a refugee but who remains in the same country.
UNHCR: the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
Smuggled people Smuggled migrants are moved illegally for profit. They are partners, however unequal, in a commercial transaction. This is not to say that the practice is not without substantial exploitation and danger.
Trafficked people These are people who are moved by deception or coercion for the purposes of exploitation. The profit in trafficking people comes not from their movement, but from the sale of their sexual services or labour in the country of destination.

The asylum process In the UK, a person is recognised as a refugee only when their application for asylum has been accepted by the Home Office. When a person has lodged an asylum claim with the Immigration and Nationality Directorate (IND) at the Home Office and is waiting for a decision on their claim, s/he is called an 'asylum seeker'. 
An asylum applicant is granted refugee status if they meet the criteria laid down in the 1951 UN Convention on Refugees. If the asylum application is initially refused, the applicant has appeal rights with the Asylum and Immigration Tribunal. 
If the asylum application is granted, the refugee will only be granted limited leave, initially for five years, after which their case will be reviewed. This applies only to those who have received refugee status since September 2005. Those receiving refugee status prior to this are allowed remain indefinitely. Source: http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/practice/basics/process.htm 
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Illegal Immigrant Illegal immigrants are people who enter a country without meeting legal requirements for entry, or residence. On the other hand, refugees often arrive with ‘barest necessities’ and without personal documents. Often governments refuse to issue passports to known political dissidents or imprison them if they apply. Refugees may not be able to obtain the necessary documents when trying to escape and may have no choice but to resort to illegal means of escape. Therefore although the only means of escape for some may be illegal entry and/or the use of false documentation, if the person has a well-founded fear of persecution they should be viewed as a refugee and not labelled an 'illegal immigrant'.
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Map showing countries with areas proportional to the population of refugees & IDPs housed there.
Can you spot and label Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iraq? Why are they housing so many?

Why is India and Australia so small?

In 2003 there were an estimated 15 million refugees and internally displaced persons. The Middle East and South America are the regions in which most displaced people live; Pakistan, Iran and Germany are the territories that provide asylum to most people from outside their borders.
UK Asylum Seeker process
Between 1982 and 2001, the number of people seeking asylum in the UK showed a 20 fold increase, from around 4000 to 80,000 a year. The peak was reached in 2002 with 103,080 requests. However, with greater stability in the Balkans numbers fell in the following years.
The EU received 192,300 asylum applications in 2006, some 15 per cent fewer than in 2005 and half of the total in 2001, according to Eurostat. 
In the EU in 2006 - After Britain (27850), the most requests were received by France (26,300), Sweden (24,300) and Germany (21,000). The least popular destinations were the Baltic states, with Estonia receiving five formal applications and Latvia ten. Source: http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/europe/article2617427.ece  
Applications for asylum, excluding dependants, fell in 2007 to 23,430. The nationalities accounting for the highest numbers of applicants were Afghan, Iranian, Chinese, Iraqi and Eritrean. [2008 about 25,000] Source: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs08/hosb1008.pdf  

The most worrying aspect for the UK is that it is the most popular asylum seeker destination. The reasons for this are certainly to do with personal perceptions and possibly a reputation that the UK is a ‘soft touch’. However, the arrival of such large numbers of asylum seekers at our borders has raised a fundamental issue – should asylum seekers be allowed to enter and settle? 

There are three broad pathways into a country. Particularly important here is the ‘conversion’ of an asylum seeker into a refugee. Although official statistics are hard to come by, it appears that less than half of all asylum seekers are granted leave to stay in the UK. [There were 5,220 initial decisions in the third quarter of 2008, similar to the third quarter of 2007 (5,225). Of these, 17 per cent were granted asylum, 11 per cent granted either humanitarian protection or discretionary leave and 72 per cent refused.] http://www.statistics.gov.uk/cci/nugget.asp?id=261  Adapted Source: Witherick ‘Population and Migration’



Case Study: According to the 'Immigrant Pathway' under UK regulations diagram what should happen to Ama Sumani? What would you have done?
Ama Sumani is the 39-year-old widow with terminal cancer who, nine days ago, was taken from University of Wales Hospital, Cardiff and deported to Ghana. She faces the prospect of a fast-tracked death without the kidney dialysis she has been having three times a week in Britain. 

A nurse stroked Ama’s arm as five immigration officers approached her in the Cardiff hospital at 8 a.m. on Wednesday of last week. Their actions were legal, for Mrs Sumani had overstayed her visa. “Removals are always carried out in the most sensitive way possible, treating those being removed with courtesy and dignity,” an immigration official said. So that’s all right, then. Ama was in tears as she was wheeled away to the airport. 

There were protests at the crass inhumanity of all this from MPs like Evan Harris and Keith Vaz. Perhaps some were cowed by political arguments about “health tourists”, which asked: “What about all the other Ghanaians who die unsung and unassisted every day?” 

But this is not an argument about justice. If it were, we might ask why three-quarters of Ghana’s doctors leave the country within three years of qualifying. If the UK had paid for the training of all the African doctors and nurses who work here, it would have cost almost four times what we have given in aid. 

It is an argument about humanity. It is bad enough that we disregard the 30,000 people who die needlessly every day in Africa, out of sight and out of mind. But this is a woman whose face we see, whose name we know, and whose all-too-human story we understand. 

Ama Sumani came from Ghana to do an accountancy course, but was thrown off because her English was not good enough. She then broke the terms of her visa by getting a job as a cleaner while she improved her English at night school. When her husband suddenly died in Ghana in 2006, she went back to arrange for her children to be cared for by members of her church in Koforidua. 

On her return to the UK, her student visa was revoked, but not long after that she developed the cancer that has destroyed her kidneys. Ruled ineligible for a bone-marrow transplant (because she is an illegal alien), she has been having dialysis for the past year. Without it, now in Ghana, her feet and hands are swelling as her condition worsens. To regard all that with callous equanimity reflects a chillingly different level of inhumanity.

Source: Church Times
UK In 2007, 19 out of every 100 people who applied for asylum were recognised as refugees and given asylum. Another nine out of every 100 who applied for asylum but did not qualify for refugee status were given permission to stay for humanitarian or other reasons. (At the time these figures were published, 17 in every 100 applications had not yet resulted in a final decision.)
Refugees Movements in Africa:
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What sort of mapping technique is this? 
Describe the main patterns shown on the map.
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The Scale of the Problem - Global:�In 2000 what was the total population of concern to the UNHCR?


What are IDPs?





What are ‘returned’ refugees / ‘returned’ IDPs?
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What sort of map is this?
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.playagainstallodds.com/" ���
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You can play this interactive game to see what it would be like to be a refugee








