Challenges for Countries with a HIGH BIRTH RATE : Anti-Natalist Policies
“The economic situation of a country is of more importance that government incentives when it comes to families deciding to have children.” Birth rates seem to decline as countries move along the DTM from Stage 2 towards Stage 5.

1. The most famous government intervention is that of China with the ‘One Child policy’ fro 1979 – which we have covered before. Make sure you research this a little.

2. Uganda at Stage 2 follows the ‘ABC’ policy encouraging ‘abstinence, being faithful and using a condom with your partner once you are in a stable relationship’. There has been some success in reducing AIDS Transmission but the birth rate (48/000) and TFR (6.7) remain very high. Government, NGOs and churches promote ABC.
3. India – the BR has halved from 41/000 in1951 to 21/000 in 2010. Family planning is encouraged as is sterilisation (peaked in 1976 at 8.3 million). Abortion legal since 1972. Urban and middle class Indians tend to have small families but issues of feticide leading to gender imbalance have grown.
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New data from Taiwan shows a very sharp drop in the hirh rate from 1997 to
1998, from 15.1 births per 1,000 population to 12.4. Did we st the wrong data?
Not so, according to our sources in Taiwan. Rather. 1993 was considered a
particularly inauspicious “Year of the Ti 2 2 birth was
concerned and likely explains the drop. The 4 in Japan in
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5. Thailand – in 1969 TFR 6.5 children and only 16% used contraceptives. A nationwide programme of family planning – free contraceptives, advice, government campaigns especially in rural areas. 2005 TR 1.7 and 80% married women used contraceptives
6. Singapore – 40 year economic programme. Policy ‘Stop at 2.’ Educated women. Skilled workforce via education. Raising standard of living. Young women have a career – ‘no time to meet anyone’. Delayed marriage therefore shorter ‘reproductive era’. ‘So tired after long hours to have sex’. Now exporting low paid jobs to neighbouring LEDCs, ageing population, declining birth rate met by in-migration of skilled workers from  abroad.
7. Malaysia – NIC – problem of high birth rate by encouraging creation of jobs by low tax economy open to investment by foreign TNCs creating work. Economic miracle – and consequent fall in birth rate 21/000 in 2010.  July 2010 - Malaysia's birth rate, which registered a drop from 2.6% in 2000 to 2.2% in 2008, is expected to continue its downward trend as delay in marriage and dilemma in juggling between work and family remain a major issue. http://www.mysinchew.com/node/41636 
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A big factor is raising the status of women through EDUCATION – remember this diagram. Kerala in southern India is a good case study. Literacy rate 90% - higher in women than men – power to control their lives.











