Patterns of the Plates

Earthquakes, volcanoes and fold mountains all occur in similar areas. They occur in long narrow bands thousands of miles long but only hundreds of kms wide. These narrow bands are the Plate Boundaries.

Over millions of years the continents have drifted apart from an original supercontinent called ……………

Many of the oceans are under 200 …………………. Years old.

Some of the plates are only oceanic e.g. …………………….

Others carry oceans and continents on their back.

Continental plates (40kms) are much thicker than ocean plates (10kms) and are thickest under ……………………………… 

The ………………….. crust is much older than the …………………. Crust.

The crust and the top part of the mantle makes up the lithospheric plates which float on the underlying ……………………………………

· The main plates are :

1.



2.


3.


4.
5.



6.


7.


8.
· The different types of plate boundaries are ….

1.




where two plates converge (move together)

2.




where two plates diverge  (move apart)

3.




where two plates slide past each other

· The deepest earthquakes occur ….

· Shallow focus earthquakes occur ….

· Mid-Ocean ridges are found at ……………. Plate boundaries

· Mid-Ocean ridges have volcanoes that release …………….. lava

· The Pacific Ring of Fire is a …………….. Plate Boundary
· The volcanoes of the Ring of Fire have volcanoes that release ……………… lava

· Young Fold Mountains are found at certain types of …………….. Plate Boundaries where two plates …………………………

· The San Andreas Fault is an example of a ………………… Plate Boundary and has no volcanoes – just earthquakes

