Case Study: The Brecon Beacons National Park

Facts and Figures

· Located in Mid-Wales about 50 km north of Cardiff centred on Brecon, Powys. 
· The National Park covers 1,346 square kilometres. About 80km from west to east (Llandeilo to Abergavenny) and about 30km from south to north (Merthyr Tydfil to Brecon).
· The largest town is the cathedral town of Brecon with a population of 7,500. Only a total of 33,000 people live in the National Park.
· Includes the Black Mountains area north of Crickhowell and south of Hay-on-Wye.
· Over 4.2 million visitor days are spent in the Park each year, bringing £133 million into the local economy.
· Within just one hour’s drive of the Brecon Beacons are the 2 million (approx) people who live in South Wales and the population of Bristol. 

· The BBNP is the closest mountainous area to London.
Attractions

· Its landscape is dramatic and varied, with gentle upland slopes, steep escarpments (the highest point is Pen-y-Fan at 886 metres), glaciated valleys, peat bogs and heather moorland.
· The greatest collection of waterfalls in one small area in the UK is around Ystradfellte and Pontneddfechan – home to some of Wales’ rarest mosses and ferns.
· Old Red Sandstone covers 66% of the area but along the southern edge of the Park outcrops of limestone and millstone grit occur. The Upper Swansea Valley and the Llangattock hillside are famous for their cave systems. Four of the five longest cave systems in the UK are in the National Park.
· There are about 5300 kilometres of hedgerows - that’s roughly the length of Denmark’s coastline!
·  Villages, market towns and The National Park has 268 scheduled ancient monuments spanning 7000 years of human history.
· Managed attractions like the Libanus mountain centre and Craig-y-Nos Country Park. Private businesses like Dan-yr-Ogof Showcaves and Cantref Adventure Farm.
· Adventure activities – such as hill walking, cycling / mountain biking, potholing, canoeing, hanggliding, pony trekking and (Off-road vehicles?)
Issues

· Local residents, farmers and businesses all conflict with tourist use of the area, but tourism forms the main source of income for local people.
· Overcrowding occurs when visitors converge on honeypots such as Brecon or Pen-y-Fan. A honeypot is a site that is the focus of tourist activity in an area.
· About 90% of visitors come by car, congesting roads, reducing air quality, causing noise pollution. The National Park Authoirty advertises car-free access via the Beacons Bus that can carry bikes or train access to Abergavenny station. Car parks are visually intrusive in the landscape and overspill at peak times. Thieves also target parked cars in remote spots whilst owners are off walking.
· Visitors erode footpaths and create gullies when vegetation is trampled leaving ugly scars on hillsides. Visitors create litter, leave gates open and worry animals. The BBNP is especially concerned about the increasing effects of illegal off-road vehicle activity such as motorbike scrambling.

· The sheer volume of tourists has altered the character of places like Hay-on-Wye (Book Town) which is now dominated by tourist facilities. This can lead to a reduction in the number of basic services for local people.
· Locals are pushed out as city dwellers buy second homes for occasional use at prices locals can’t afford. During weekdays the park villages can seem ‘dead’. Also relatively relatively older people retire to the Park and also outprice local younger families in the housing market.
Making the Park Sustainable
· A balance must be struck between the needs of visitors and the needs of local residents and businesses.

· Continuing to improve public transport links to the park so people leave their cars at home.
· Locating car parks wisely, screening them from view and using local materials for the surface.

· Rebuild footpaths to limit erosion, replant badly eroded areas, limit public access during wet periods when erosion is worst. Compare with the permit scheme and fees payable to enter the Grand canyon in the USA.

· Control illegal off-road vehicles with a zero tolerance policy and encourage the public to report incidents.
· Restricting tourist development to honeypots to keep other villages and beauty spots pristine. Also concentrate main services in main towns to make services more efficient.
· Providing affordable houses for locals – like the shared equity scheme in Crickhowell.

How is the National Park managed?

· The aims of the National Parks are i) to provide the general public with unlimited access to beautiful environments ii) whilst preserving the landscape and looking after the interests of local people and businesses. Some say these two aims conflict!
· The area is managed by the BBNPA (Brecon Beacons National Park Authority) – this is the planning authority for the National Park area.
· The National Park Authority works in close partnership with public and private bodies to help industries such as farming and tourism develop in a sustainable way that protects and enhances the special qualities of the Park.
· The Brecon Beacons National Park is not a wilderness. It is living landscape that relies on industries such as tourism and farming in order to survive. A diverse, vibrant and economically active community is essential.
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