Possible Impacts of Global Warming around the world

London – Increased Flooding
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Disastrous flooding by high tides (storm surge in 1953) led to the Flood Barrier and embankments being built as hard engineering flood defences. By 2050 the barrier could be overtopped every high tide. As the sea warms up the water expands and rises. When NE winds blow at high tide storm surges funnel the water towards London and this funnelling is helped by the embankments increasing the risk to London.
So in the future they may use soft engineering and take the flood embankments away. So the water floods the low value salt marsh like it used to do and this may save the city from flooding.
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Economic  –   increased  cost of installing and  running air  conditioning.  






Paris (and France generally) – Heatwave like the one of August 2003.







Shanghai China – more typhoons



Social – Over 1 million people at risk from flooding – by river or sea





Impact on London
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Social – 16 hospitals could flood as well as many schools and London City Airport. 





Social - and new housing down river from Greenwich has been built on stilts








Environmental – embankments may be removed allowing coastal plains to flood as salt marshes





Environmental – climate change would lead to higher rainfall, higher river run-off and the sea would warm, expand and rise causing storm surges – especially when NE winds blow.





Economic - £80 million of property could flood. A real  massive cost of repairs.





Economic – rising costs may put insurance companies out of business.





Economic – farmland taken out of production and turned into a salt marsh ecosystem. Farmers lose money.





Impact on Paris





Social – increased deaths of elderly in summer heatwaves. 14000 dead in 2003.





Social – hospitals and morgues overwhelmed





Social – more need for families to look after their elders





Environmental – more instances of real heatwaves in summer.





Environmental – more droughts. May lead to crop damage.





Economic – loss of income as ski resorts lack snow.





Economic – wine production eg champagne could be ruined. �





Economic – increased cost of installing and running air conditioning.





Impact on Shanghai








Social – more rural-urban migration as rural villages destroyed in storms





Social – only 4 m above sea level so many could be drowned in a storm surge





Environmental – heat over the seas allows more typhoons to develop





Environmental – greater heat means stronger typhoons, a longer typhoon season – more rain and more wind and higher surges





Social – if standard of living rises in the cities people will use more energy which causes more Global Warming.





Economic – as Shanghai grows they have more factories burning more fossil fuels.





Economic – enormous cost of damage if the city is flooded by a storm surge.





Economic – prices may rise worldwide if production is reduced in a city like Shanghai because it’s been flooded.








