A Case study of a local ecosystem : Cefn Coed Wood nr. Crickhowell. www.woodland-trust.org.uk/broadleaf/leaffirst.asp?aid=632&issue=61 
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	Coed Cefn

	
	Known as the Bluebell or Black Wood, this ancient woodland site is a local landmark in the Brecon Beacons National Park 

	
	Snuggling between the softly rounded Black Mountains and the dramatic Brecon Beacons, the market town of Crickhowell takes its name from Crug Hywel (Table Mountain). The town is on the River Usk, famed for its trout and salmon fishing, and has the longest stone bridge in Wales. This odd construction has 13 arches on one side but only 12 on the other. 
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View from Coed Cefn looking north 
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Distance and direction from CHS.





On a hilltop overlooking Crickhowell, and easily visible from it, Coed Cefn – known locally as the Bluebell Wood or the Black Wood – is a familiar landmark. Once part of a large estate, the wood consists of mature oak and sycamore, some of it ancient, and oak, beech and Norway spruce that was planted in the 1940s. 


Over time, Coed Cefn will return wholly to native broadleaved woodland. Most of the conifers were removed last year, including those on the Iron Age fort in the centre of the wood, a Scheduled Ancient Monument. In February more than a hundred local people planted trees on the area cleared of conifers – more than 1,500 have been planted in all. To avoid the use of fires, some of the cuttings from the felled trees have been left in piles that will eventually rot down and disappear. In the meantime, they are providing a valuable habitat for deadwood insects. 


Apart from its stunning bluebell displays in spring, Coed Cefn has a varied ground flora, including red campion, wood sage and wood violet. Like the bluebells, wood melick (the most beautiful of the woodland grasses) and yellow archangel are typical of ancient woodland. The gold-tinged flowers of the yellow archangel (also known as weasel-snout) bloom in May, just as the bluebells are fading. 


A good network of paths and tracks means that Coed Cefn is popular with walkers. The wood was also the venue for an environmental arts project in 1998, when a local arts group, Arts Alive, ran a series of outdoor workshops and open days for children and the general public. Four artists worked with small groups of eight to 12 year olds and the results were quite remarkable. Letting the woodland itself make suggestions, and using only available materials, they created a life-size sculpture of a bear reaching down from a tree, giant bear footprints through the wood, a bear’s lair, spiders and their webs, and a massive xylophone using sticks dangling from a branch. Sadly, there is no sign of any of them now. 


Fact File�
�
Wood�
Coed Cefn�
�
Nearest town�
Crickhowell�
�
Size�
11 hectares (28 acres)�
�
Designation�
Ancient semi-natural woodland (part); Brecon Beacons National  Park�
�
Walk grade:      easy�
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