Case Study: A Weather Event caused by Low Pressure (2005 exam)
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Name and locate a weather event that has been caused by a low pressure weather system. I am writing about Hurricane Katrina that struck New Orleans,  USA in August 2005.


	Heavy rains
	
	System moved westwards at nearly 11kph (7mph).

	Strong Winds
	Hurricane Katrina – August 2006 – intense Low Pressure system.
	(Because of the intense Low Pressure of only 902 mbs) Sea level rose to almost 9metres above normal

	Intense Low Pressure creates Storm Surge
	
	Katrina was the 11th  named storm, 5th hurricane, 3rd major hurricane, and 2nd  Category 5 hurricane of the 2005 Atlantic season.

	Track from sea to land
	
	Totals  along the coast of Mississippi were between 15cms and  25 cms

	Intense Hurricane – measured 5 on the Saffir-Simpson scale.
	
	Sustained speeds of 200 kph directly over New Orleans


2. Describe the weather event (– draw a spider diagram note the key points you want to make. Mix and match my beginnings and endings to from the table below to get your labels for the spider diagram.)

3. Explain how the weather event affected different groups of people and/or organisations. (Use the table to match 5 groups and how they were affected.Three effects for each group (short term, long term and good effect and think of another one (a bad effect).
	Poor Residents of New Orleans
	Richer residents of New Orleans
	Politicians
	Army / Engineers
	Charities 


	Short Term
	Long term
	Good effect
	Another Bad effect (Your own idea)

	Heard warnings, loaded the cars and moved inland to stay in hotels
	Lives on hold. Some families split up and sent to evacuation centres across the USA. No work to return to in New Orleans.
	Prefer this work to being sent to Iraq. Helping our own population is getting us better publicity.
	

	7000 of us were brought in to New Orleans to restore  law and order, to help evacuate survivors and to remove casualties.
	Insurance  company restored  home  and business so moved back to work after a few months
	Realised something has to be done long term to prevent this happening again. Proper defences have to be built. A new president. take action on Global Warming.
	Nine Californians have been charged with fraud for allegedly participating in a scheme to pocket Red Cross hurricane relief funds .

	Declared this a disaster. Called for Emergency Aid. Blamed each other.
	The Red Cross established PIN numbers, which refugees could use to receive funds through Western Union. Single individuals were eligible for $500 in relief aid and families were eligible for up to $1,500 through the Red Cross.
	Life safer than before with less traffic congestion, less crime and lawlessness. Money being invested in city improvement schemes.
	

	Left in the lurch. Over 1500 died. Survivors crammed into the Superdome. Some lawlessness and looting. Real suffering. 
	Moved on to work helping to  pump away flood water, to clean houses and to rebuild the levees,
	An opportunity to make  a fresh start in another part of the USA. Maybe get a way from the city areas of poverty, drugs and crime.
	

	This was the largest and costliest disaster relief operation in US history.
	Started an Enquiry into the causes – chaired by President Bush. Promised action. Attended memorial services on the anniversary.
	International Aid was accepted and politics was put aside. Even Cuba (bush’s enemy) offered to help the US. The offer was not accepted.
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Practice drawing a sketch map of the track of Hurricane Katrina. Add the location of New Orleans.











