The CONSEQUENCES of flows of ASYLUM SEEKERS and REFUGEES into MEDCs.
You should use the same case study(ies) as for the Causes of flows of refugees - UK examples here as the 'host' community. We can also think about our Ugandan asylum seekers amongst other examples of countries of origin.
> To be aware of the consequences of flows of i) asylum seekers and ii) refugees into developed economies. 
> The consequences include
# the problem of keeping such people secure whilst their credentials are checked and formalities completed;
# the issue of the location of detention centres;
# the effect on local schools, and health and welfare services
# the social effect of resentment from the local host population
# the issue of repatriation of failed asylum seekers 

In 2007, 19 out of every 100 people who applied for asylum were recognised as refugees and given asylum. Another nine out of every 100 who applied for asylum but did not qualify for refugee status were given permission to stay for humanitarian or other reasons. (At the time these figures were published, 17 in every 100 applications had not yet resulted in a final decision.) http://www.bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/asylum/ UK Border Agency.
Consequences 1a) Attitudes and values of the host population:
LOTTO chiefs have dished out £33MILLION to asylum-seeker groups under Labour, it emerged last night. Lottery funds gave just under £120,000 to groups helping asylum seekers in Britain in 1997 but the figure soared to nearly £8.5million last year. MPs were stunned by the huge sums. Hundreds of thousands of pounds were even given to the National Coalition for Anti-Deportation Campaigns, which was accused by David Blunkett of undermining the Government's purge on immigration abuses. But Sports Minister Richard Caborn insisted awards to asylum-seeker groups were a very small proportion of all grants. The Sun first published 2005
What arguments can be put forward both to support and reject this newspaper's claims?

On what grounds does 'popular' opinion criticise asylum seekers? Why do you think that criticisms tend to be focussed on asylum seekers rather than refugees?

Britain has been accused of being racist and intolerant in its treatment of asylum seekers and refugees. The report by the Council of Europe's racism commission says that racist attitudes towards refugees are encouraged by xenophobic coverage in the press. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/talking_point/1257960.stm
Unlikely radicals - Doctors oppose detention and vouchers The British Medical Association (BMA) deplores the hardening of attitudes towards asylum seekers in this country. The BMA is opposed to the detention of asylum seekers and to the voucher scheme and is strongly critical of the way the dispersal of asylum seekers has been managed. Asylum seekers have been cut off from support and advice from existing refugee community groups and doctors have struggled to cope with the needs of vulnerable people arriving without warning, planning, or language support services. http://www.defend-asylum.org/pdfs/newsletter1.pdf 

. Lifeline - Refugee Council - BBC One Notes from video clip>

In 'Stuck in the System' a BBC Wales 'Week in Week Out' documentary covered the treatment of asylum seekers in Wales. Whilst a lawyer helping the asylum seekers described 'an evil system' Alun Michael for the government talked of the 'firm but fair' approach taken in the UK. The UK has toughened its stance in last yen years following 'populist' criticism of the UK as being a 'soft touch'. Clips from:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/7906487.stm
Name one group of people that thinks...
The UK government policy is too 'soft' towards asylum seekers.
The UK government policy is 'about right'.
The UK government policy is from 'harsh' to 'inhumane'.
What is your view?

1b) Attitudes and values of the asylum seeker/refugee population

On 20 October 2005, no family or friends were present at the inquest of Iranian asylum seeker Majid Rafieei at the Upperthorpe Medico-Legal Centre in Sheffield - which lasted just one hour. The inquest into the death of 32-year-old Majid, whose claim for political asylum had been refused but who was not scheduled to be deported because of political unrest in Iran, found that he had taken his own life. Coroner Chris Dorries noted that at the time of his death Majid Rafieei had been in a: 'difficult situation - without benefits but not, on the evidence I have been given, apparently permitted to work'. http://www.irr.org.uk/2005/october/ha000040.html 

An asylum seeker who says she was tortured in her homeland claims she was forced by poverty into prostitution after her bid to stay in the UK failed. Lina Ndayi Nabintu, 29, from the Democratic Republic of Congo, refused official help to return home. It meant she could not claim benefits and says money worries led her to trawl bars in Cardiff offering sex for £10. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/7906487.stm 

Do these reports support the view that asylum seekers are treated 'too softly' in the UK? From these particular cases how can you move towards a general statement about how asylum seekers feel about their host country?
2) Housing/Shelter
In principle, much accommodation for asylum seekers (those applying for refugee status) is arranged on a 'no choice' basis through National Asylum Support Service (NASS) contracts, whereas accepted refugees are in most cases eligible for social housing and for housing and other benefits. The 'point of decision', when an asylum seeker becomes an accepted refugee, is the critical stage at which housing and support options need to be available and the different local agencies need to be in effective liaison with each other. http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/guide-housing-and-support-services-asylum-seekers-and-refugees
The UK Border Agency (UKBA) is responsible for providing support; accommodation, via contracts with accommodation providers, and financial help for asylum seekers who would otherwise be destitute whilst their claim is being considered. http://www.newport.gov.uk/_dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=refugeesasylum.homepage&contentid=CONT089143
Asylum Seekers are meant to apply for asylum at the 'port of entry' into the UK. This led to pressure on Local Authorities in places near Heathrow Airport in London and Dover port in Kent. The government changed the rules to encourage 'dispersal' of asylum seekers around the country.
If you are homeless or without money to buy food (we call this 'destitute') you may qualify for housing provided by us. If you do, we will give you somewhere to live in a place where suitable housing is available. You will not be able to choose where this is. We will provide transport to take you there.

UK Border Agency - We provide housing in the following regions of the United Kingdom:

· north west; 

· midlands; 

· north east; 

· Wales (specifically Cardiff, Swansea, Newport and Wrexham); and 

· Scotland. 

We will not provide housing in London. Very limited housing may be available in the south-east of England. While we are providing your housing, you must stay at the address we give you unless we give you permission to move.
We provide different housing at different stages of your application process. If you qualify for housing when you first make your asylum application, we will place you in what we call initial accommodation, which gives you somewhere to live for the first two or three weeks. 
After this you will usually move to different housing. It will normally be in the same region of the country as your initial accommodation, and in the region where your case owner works.

'Uncertain Futures' estimates that, on recent figures, there could be around 1,400 young asylum seekers with their families, as well as 70 children on their own, being looked after by local councils in Wales. Nearly all are concentrated in Cardiff, Swansea and Newport, with smaller numbers in Wrexham. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/south_east/4290859.stm 

· Watch - Documentary about asylum seekers living in the old Butlin's Holiday Centre at Mosney in County Meath, Republic of Ireland.

· List 5 main points you want to make about housing policy towards asylum seekers.
3) The social effect of locals resenting the newcomers
The fate of asylum-seekers has become a big political issue in Scotland after the murder last month of Firsat Dag, 22, a Turkish Kurd who was stabbed to death at the edge of the Sighthill area of Glasgow, where many refugees have been housed. Tuesday, 4 September 2001http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/this-britain/scots-protest-at-opening-of-detention-centre-for-asylumseekers-in-old-jail-668000.html
Riot against refugees in Wales Iraqi Kurdish refugees living on the Caia Park estate in Wrexham in north Wales, fled the estate on 24 June 2003 after 48 hours of violence from locals which culminated in a stand-off between riot place and a 200-strong mob. According to the refugees they have found local people very antagonistic. The Wrexham District Refugee and Asylum Seekers Support Group deplored the violence against them. 'They have come from countries where there is torture and violence so they are sensitive to these sorts of issues,' a spokesperson said. 
How did the riot start? Around 30 Iraqi Kurdish refugees have lived on the estate of 12,500 people for about one year. On Sunday, 22 June, police were called to a fight between Iraqis and locals - rumour suggests it began over a dispute about a mobile phone. Reports say that a brick was thrown into the house of Hoshman - a refugee. He and friends went to confront the assailant, and the dispute extended to a local pub. Roshman was left bleeding and seriously injured on the street. He is now critically ill in hospital. 
https://www.irr.org.uk/cgi-bin/news/open.pl?id=5557 
The 'Uncertain Futures' study found that, although there was generally a warm welcome in Wales, young people who had experienced abuse and harassment blamed the media for fuelling negative perceptions. One 12-year-old girl said: "People stare at you in a way that you are different - oh look, this person is different. Racism has happened to me. They have called me 'Paki' and they think that you are related to Osama bin Laden." An 18-year-old spoke of being "jumped on" by a group of 15 youths.  A 16-year-old girl added: "I've noticed here that people depend a lot on the media and whatever the media say, they accept it, they don't question it." A boy, aged 16, said: "There was an old man and I was talking to him about asylum seekers. I said, what do you think, it is terrible isn't it? And he said, 'it is terrible, they are liars'." http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/south_east/4290859.stm
· How can we summarise the above materials as a consequence of asylum seekers in the UK?
4) The Problem of Detention Centres
There are increased costs for host countries in managing asylum seekers whether in terms of social security support for housing or for managing the case and tracking the individual. There has been criticism for delays and a backlog in reaching asylum decisions.
The Calais ‘Guantanamo’ 
French and British ministers in talks to open dockside holding centre for illegal immigrants and asylum-seekers. Saturday, 21 March 2009  http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/the-calais-lsquoguantanamorsquo-1650592.html 
The British and French governments are discussing the creation of a new immigrant holding centre within the Calais docks which would be "inside Britain" under immigration law and allow cross-Channel asylum-seekers to be shipped back to their home countries easily.

What is immigration detention? Under immigration law, the authorities can detain someone at any stage of their asylum claim. Immigration officials do not need judicial backing to detain someone. The Home Office says each case is reviewed 28 days after the date of detention and then each subsequent month - although critics such as Amnesty say this may not be the whole story. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/4109720.stm

Detention Centres There are currently 10 detention centres around the UK for failed asylum seekers awaiting deportation. The Home Office’s term for these is “immigration removal centres”. Most of these centres are run by private companies; a few are run by Her Majesty’s Prison Service. The subject of detention centres has been controversial for a number of, sometimes conflicting, reasons. In some communities people have been reluctant to have a detention centre located in their midst because of the perceived dangers associated with having a large number of asylum seekers in the area. Many people object to detention centres as a matter of principal because the failed asylum seekers they house are not necessarily guilty of any crime. There have been allegations of ill-treatment of detainees and some centres have experienced unrest and rioting by their inhabitants. There are currently approximately 2500 places available in immigration detention centres around the UK. The majority of these places are for single men only. Very few of the detention centres can provide accommodation for women or families. In 2007 alone nearly 17,000 people had their application for asylum refused. It is clear, therefore, that only a small minority of failed asylum seekers can currently be held in detention. The vast majority will be permitted to remain in the community because the government has no other way of dealing with them. This may increase the risk of failed asylum seekers disappearing from the immigration authorities’ view and remaining in the UK indefinitely. http://www.aboutimmigration.co.uk/detention-failed-asylum-seekers.html 
· Watch - Criticism of Yarl's Wood Detention Centre September 2008

Row on asylum children detention – Wales http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/7930973.stm  The chief executive of the Welsh Refugee Council said the government was in breach of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. "We're not talking about 15 year olds. We're talking about three and four year olds, babies even. "We've got stories of children who haven't been fed all day in this process. "They then go into these places where they could be there for months while their claims are sorted out. I don't think you could make it any more dehumanising really".

· Who / What are the detention centres for? List 5 objections local populations could give against the idea of detention centres in their area.

Reaction to a proposed new Detention Centre at Bicester near Oxford 29/10/08
About 170 people attended an exhibition on the agency's proposals, held at Arncott Village Hall last weekend. Most people expected the centre to go ahead, but were concerned about security at the site and extra traffic on nearby roads. Susan Henderson, of Weirfarm Close, Blackthorn, said: "I asked, will it be secure? "Traffic through Blackthorn is an issue. We need to reduce the traffic through the village."  
Mark Hide, 42, said: "Why not hire more people at the borders and stop people coming into the country in the first place?" An earlier plan to build a centre at the site to house 750 asylum-seekers was abandoned in 2005, after a campaign by local residents. http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/content/view/523/67/ 

"A detention centre near Bicester for illegal immigrants and asylum seekers would create almost 500 jobs if approved.  The centre, which is being proposed for Ministry of Defence-owned land at Arncott, could open by 2012 and hold up to 800 detainees. The UK Border Agency said 488 jobs would be created in roles including security, administration, catering and cleaning. Bicester Chamber of Commerce spokesman Ben Jackson said: "In the current economic climate, we would have to welcome the creation of new jobs and additional customers for the traders of Bicester." Norman Bolster, the council's executive member for economic development, said: "We welcome the possibility it could bring jobs to the area and any economic advantages that would be associated." http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/content/view/523/67/
If the centre goes ahead, it would be built to the same standards as a category C prison, with a 5.2-metre high fence around the perimeter, topped with wire. A UK Border Agency spokesman said: "The visual impact would be low. This would be a development that would be virtually invisible. You would have to be going there to know it was there."   http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/content/view/523/67/ 

· Think back to the earlier work on the impacts of migration - spot the social, economic and environmental impact in the case study above!
5) Impacts still concentrated in particular locations
The Perceived Impact of Immigration  In some instances there may be a gap between perception and reality when it comes to the impact of immigration on the UK population. Different categories of immigrants are often clustered in particular areas. Residents of those areas may, therefore, assume that there are greater numbers of immigrants in the UK as a whole. Looking at the relevant statistics for 2007, it can be seen that asylum-seekers, new citizens and workers from EU accession countries were significantly more prevalent in some parts of the country than others. 
Asylum seekers given housing by the UK authorities are accommodated in specific parts of the UK. The five regions with the greatest number of asylum seekers in accommodation provided by the state are Yorkshire & the Humber and the North East both with 21%, the West Midlands with 16%, and Scotland and the North East both with 11%. Within those regions the five local authorities housing the greatest number of asylum applicants were: Glasgow City; Leeds; Birmingham; Newcastle; and, Liverpool. 
The greatest number of citizenship ceremonies took place in Greater London, which held 52% of the total. Another 12% took place in the South East. Local authorities with the highest proportion of ceremonies were: Ealing; Brent; Newham; and, Birmingham. 
Based on population figures for 2005 the top five local authorities registering workers from the EU accession countries of Eastern and Central Europe were: the City of London (with 34 times the national average of accession country workers); Boston in the East Midlands; Westminster; Northampton; and South Holland, also in the East Midlands. http://www.aboutimmigration.co.uk/facts-impact-immigration-uk-population.html 
6) Repatriation of Failed Asylum seekers
The backlog of asylum cases doubled in the space of a year to almost 9,000, a report has revealed. The National Audit Office says the Home Office has also failed in its bid to increase the removal of failed asylum seekers from Britain. Dealing with failed asylum seekers awaiting deportation.

Funding Failed Asylum seekers to return home voluntarily
The unwanted foreigners, who had no legal right to remain, were given free flights, handed £1,000 in cash at the airport, then paid a further £3,000 to start enterprises in their homelands. More than 23,000 migrants have taken advantage of the scheme. Their UK-funded businesses range from market stalls to hotels and clothes factories, in countries as far-flung as South Africa, China and Colombia. Ministers say that paying failed asylum seekers to leave is cheaper than forcibly deporting them, saving money for taxpayers. However, the Tories last night condemned the payouts as "bribes". http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/1572669/Row-over-payments-to-failed-asylum-seekers.html
The Children’s Commissioner for Wales yesterday condemned the “shocking” treatment of asylum seeker children in the UK.  He said: “I took a call recently from an incredibly distraught woman in Swansea who had watched two vans with people in uniforms come to a house in her street around 8am and remove a family. “The mother of the family could speak little English and her eldest son was no older than 13. He had good English and was translating what was happening but things got emotional and the boy lost it. As I learned later, it was totally out of character but this child had been put under so much pressure that he could not cope. “In response, those in uniform took a punitive approach. They separated him from his family. He went in one van. The rest of his family was put in the other. It was not until later that night in Manchester airport where they had all been taken, that they were reunited for a flight out of the country. http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/2008/09/18/shocking-treatment-of-asylum-seekers-children-91466-21845264
When does deportation of asylum seekers occur? How are host communities affected? How are asylum seekers families affected? What incentive is offered to those accepting voluntary repatriation / deportation?
7) Impact on schools, health care and welfare services
Swansea - A specially converted bus which provides a toy-lending service to city families has been praised by children and parents. It supports asylum seeker families, young and isolated parents and children with disabilities or special educational needs. The mobile toy library supports children under the age of four and the bus visits families on a referral basis and play sessions with the parent and child last around 45 minutes. http://www.newswales.co.uk/?section=Education&F=1&id=16439
Schools: take Asylum Seeker children largely without any additional funding. Many such children will need additional support such as in learning English (or Welsh) from 'scratch'. Some may have emotional and behavioural issues as a result of past experiences and this may need additional support services. 
"There is a limited body of research and literature in the UK that examines the educational needs of asylum-seeker children. Previous research suggests that these needs stem from language barriers and a lack of previous schooling, while their emotional and psychological needs may result from possible trauma because of events witnessed. These factors are likely to present LEAs and schools with considerable challenges." http://www.nfer.ac.uk/research-areas/pims-data/summaries/the-education-of-asylum-seekers-in-wales-implications-for-leas-and-schools.cfm
The children had a wide range of needs. They were not a homogenous group. The successful inclusion of children was easier in schools that were already culturally diverse and had EAL pupils. A common dilemma was whether asylum-seeker pupils should be identified within the schools to staff and other pupils. Non-identification could limit the risk of discrimination. However, the identification of asylum seekers would raise other pupils’ awareness of their problems and counteract negative media images.
Funding - This area of provision had a considerable impact both on LEAs and schools. The three Welsh LEAs were funded for asylum-seeker children through the same mechanism. One comparative authority had a different funding mechanism because it was a non-dispersal area and the fifth had taken an alternative approach to funding its provision. One LEA received less funding because of its status as a non-dispersal area, which reduced entitlement to funding compared with designated dispersal areas. 
In Wales the limits on funding made it difficult to employ additional/specialist staff. There was general concern about the absence of funding for asylum seekers once they had been given leave to remain. The funding procedure failed to consider issues that were specific to individual authorities. The short-term nature of the funding hindered long-term planning. Funding was linked to new arrivals and the recent decline in new arrivals, in some areas, had meant a reduction in specific asylum-seeker funding.
Health Care
Failed asylum seekers in Wales will now be given free health care - unlike their counterparts in England. The Department of Health in England is taking legal action to restrict free access to the NHS to this group. Health Minister Edwina Hart said her decision was the right one and that the mark of a civilised society was how it treated the sick and dying.  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/7409265.stm 
But the Conservatives said while the NHS should be open to emergency cases, they opposed "health tourism". The Tax Payers' Alliance said the system was open to abuse but the Welsh Refugee Council (WRC) welcomed the move. 
Case study: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/7306345.stm Ama Sumani Cardiff/Wales

Unlikely radicals - Doctors oppose detention and vouchers The British Medical Association (BMA) deplores the hardening of attitudes towards asylum seekers in this country. The BMA is opposed to the detention of asylum seekers and to the voucher scheme and is strongly critical of the way the dispersal of asylum seekers has been managed. Asylum seekers have been cut off from support and advice from existing refugee community groups and doctors have struggled to cope with the needs of vulnerable people arriving without warning, planning, or language support services. 
http://www.defend-asylum.org/pdfs/newsletter1.pdf
Often asylum seeker children have to translate for their parents in discussions with health care workers.
Welfare payments are made to those who gain refugee status. Many refugees attend Higher Education courses with tuition paid.
Give two impacts of asylum seekers on ...
Schools
Health services
Welfare Services 
Why are refugees also likely to have impacts (that decrease over time) on their local communities?
Recent statistics - The control of immigration statistics for the last quarter of 2008 show that asylum applications have fallen by two per cent - down from 6,870 between October and December 2007 to 6,735 in the same period for 2008... 

The number of initial decisions to refuse or grant asylum was three per cent up, with 4,720 decisions being made in the last quarter of 2008 compared to 4,570 in the same period in 2007.

Between October and December 2008 16,525 people were removed or deported voluntarily from the United Kingdom. This includes 2,570 failed asylum seekers and their dependants and 13,950 non asylum cases. This is a two per cent fall from the same period the previous year.

A yearly comparison shows that overall removals and voluntary departures are five per cent up - increasing from 63,365 in 2007 to 66,275 in 2008. There was a fall of 15 per cent to 11,640 for those leaving who had claimed asylum (including dependants) but an increase of ten per cent to 54,635 for non-asylum cases in 2008. http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/newsarticles/immandasylumstats 
Quiz





Exam: Outline the consequences of the flows of asylum seekers and refugees into developed countries. 10 marks [Specimen paper 2008]
