Key Question 1.5 
What are the causes and impacts of changing gender structures?
This lesson: Other causes of gender imbalances in population structures (e.g. migration) ) [ie ‘other’ than to do with demographic transition.]

Learning points: Candidates should know that 
# migrations can also influence gender balances as historically they have been gender selective, with males migrating more than females. 
# social and cultural factors have an impact on gender structures as females are undervalued, with the result that many die prematurely in LEDCs.
1) Migration

Qatar: Migrant Workers (temporary) In Qatar in the Middle East in 2000AD 70% of the population was male. This is because of the large numbers of mainly male migrant workers from the Indian sub-continent. In 2006, worker rights problems are numerous in Qatar, a small nation in the Gulf region of the Arabian Peninsula. Two-thirds of Qatar’s 800,000 inhabitants are migrant workers, mostly from Sri Lanka, Nepal, Pakistan, India, Indonesia, and the Philippines. 
A Qatari company (sometimes run by a foreign national) or private citizen—the sponsor—procures a visa for a worker and thereby controls that worker’s movements for the duration of his or her contract while in Qatar. The worker cannot change jobs, leave the country, buy a car, or rent a home without the sponsor’s permission. Low-paid industrial labourers' passports are routinely confiscated. If they complain about the sponsor or try to run away, workers are often sent to the Deportation Center - a jail - pending an investigation. 
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Sketch and annotate the population pyramid.

Migrant Workers: Slaves of the 21st Century As soon as Murad Bux arrived, his 13-year-old son and 17-year-old daughter were introduced to him. He hugged them and wept. He was a servant of an Arab Shaikh in Qatar and his master had allowed him to visit his family after 12 years for a duration of two months. When he was asked how his life had gone in Qatar. His reply was: “For me, each day has been as long as a year. As if the time was hanged and the globe had stopped revolving around the sun”. http://www.qatarliving.com/node/307621 
See video clip and make some notes:

Countries on the Arabian peninsula tend to have a 'natural' ratio of ca. 1.05 at birth but a very high ratio of males for those over 65 (Saudi Arabia 1.13, Arab Emirates 2.73, Qatar 2.84), indicating either an above average mortality rate for females or a below average mortality for males, or, more likely in this case, a large population of aging male guest workers.
See video clip and make notes: Nepali migrant workers feel pain of downturn 15th March 2009
France: (permanent/ legal?) migration from North Africa


Comment on the general patterns of numbers of * dependants * the numbers of economically active * the implications for France. Suggest why there are variations in the structure from different source regions.
India: Rural-Urban Migration


Add 3 annotations describing and suggesting explanations for the gender imbalance in Calcutta (Kolkata) after significant rural - urban migration as well as natural increase growth. [0-4] [20-39] [over 60]

	Source: Wikipedia
	Hindus
	Muslims
	Christians

	% of Total population
	80%
	13%
	2%

	Urban sex ratio (/1000males)
	922
	907
	1026

	Rural sex ratio  (/1000 males)
	944
	953
	1001


Describe (and suggest an explanation) one similarity and one difference in the gender balance for
 i) rural and urban areas 
ii) for different religious groups
2) Social and Cultural factors

India: tradition - even more so amongst urban, wealthy and educated where family planning practised! In India where families have traditionally preferred sons, the male-female ratio increases with the level of education. The odds of having a boy compared to a girl is 25% higher in houses where the head of the family has completed schooling. "We found that households where the head of the house has completed schooling had an increased ratio of having a male child compared to houses with heads receiving no formal education." 
The male-female ratio also increases with income. Higher income groups are 14 percent more likely to prefer a boy to a girl while in the poorer sections the preference may be just four percent more. "Urban areas also reported higher sex imbalance as the odds of having a boy are 11 percent higher in cities compared to seven percent in rural areas."

FEMALE FETICIDE
Though the practice of female feticide is against the law in India, many families, including those in the middle-class, continue to voluntarily abort female fetuses at alarmingly high rates. Prior to the development of ultrasound technology, female infanticide took place in India and China. In China, the One Child Policy created heavy financial penalties for couples who had more than one child and led to the murder of female infants. See video clip and make some notes:
India 'loses 10m female births'. More than 10m female births in India may have been lost to abortion and sex selection in the past 20 years, according to medical research. 9 January 2006 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/4592890.stm 
Approximately fifty million women are [image: image1.png]
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 in the Indian population. Generally three principle causes are given: female infanticide, better food and health care for boys and maternal death at childbirth. http://www.springerlink.com/content/r1tnxa0tn91bwmfj/
China: One child policy gender imbalance of  births 118male to 100 female in China
	Country
	Calculated no. of missing females, in millions

	Afghanistan
	up to 1 million

	Bangladesh
	about 3 million

	China
	up to 45 million

	India
	up to 40 million

	South Korea
	about 0.3 million

	Pakistan
	about 4 million

	Taiwan
	about 0.5 million

	Iran
	about 1 million


Impact of son preference on sex ratio. 
Make three comments about the data in this table:
3) War - loss of males
'Gender imbalance' is a demographic effect that may arise either as a consequence of warfare (excess of females, notably in the wake of WWI in western Europe, and WWII, particularly in the Soviet Union)

The War of the Triple Alliance, also known as the Paraguayan War, and the Great War in Paraguay itself, was fought from 1864 to 1870, and caused more deaths than any other South American war. It is known as the bloodiest war in Latin American history. It was fought between Paraguay and the allied countries of Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay. During the period 1870-1928 Paraguay was a debilitated country that had lost much of its male population and had many orphaned children. The egregious numeric gender imbalance after 1870 triggered a pattern of family organization that put women in charge of households, with few marriages; though a numeric balance of the sexes has been restored, the country still has a 50 percent illegitimacy rate, with many unstable family structures.

Iraq - after the US invasion 2003 For violent post-invasion deaths, the male-to-female ratio was 10-to-1, with most victims between 15 and 44 years old.
Gunshot wounds caused 56 percent of violent deaths, with car bombs and other explosions causing 14 percent, according to the survey results. http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article15266.htm
Zimbabwe showing impact of war on males now in the 45-55 age group. Zimbabwe 'veterans' helped Mugabe come to power in the 1970s in the War for Independence against 'white' minority rule.
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Why is war likely to lead to a gender imbalance in the population structure?

4) Disease

The AIDS epidemic is increasingly female, young, and poor. The rate of infection among women has increased each year since the early 1990s and continues to grow. Young women are the fastest growing group of people infected with HIV — 50 percent of them are between the ages of 15 and 24. Also more than 90 percent of women with HIV/AIDS live in the less developed world. These women are, however, more than just statistics. As one woman from Zambia put it, "Do I look like a figure or a statistic? I am a person, a woman living with HIV."  
http://www.prb.org/Articles/2000/TheChangingFaceofAIDSPreventionEffortsFocusonWomen.aspx
If we can stop the spread of HIV among women and girls in southern Africa, we can turn the epidemic around. While HIV prevalence is high among all sexually active women, girls and young women are particularly affected – the vast majority of young people aged 15-24 living with HIV/AIDS in southern Africa are female. Even more worrying, data shows that many young women are being infected almost as soon as they start having sex.

Report of the United Nations Secretary-General’s Task Force on Women, Girls and HIV/AIDS in Southern Africa (2004)  
What makes women vulnerable to HIV/AIDS generally? See GeogOnline.
5) Gender concentrations
Brighton and Hove, in East Sussex, was revealed as the place (in the UK) with the highest percentage of same-sex households. In Brighton and Hove, the proportion of the population living in homosexual couples was 1.29%, or 2,544 individuals. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/3456635.stm
 A gay village is an urban location with generally recognized boundaries where a large number of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people live or frequent. Gay villages often contain a number of establishments, such as gay bars and gay pubs, restaurants, and bookstores. Such areas may represent a gay-friendly oasis in an otherwise hostile city, or may simply have a high concentration of gay residents and/or businesses. 
Typically these neighbourhoods can be found in trendy parts of town, chosen for aesthetic or historic value, no longer resulting from the need for homosexual communities to live together for mutual safety. However, these neighbourhoods are also often found in working-class parts of the city, or in the neglected fringe of a downtown area – communities which may have been upscale historically but became economically depressed. In these cases, the establishment of a gay community may turn these areas into desirable neighbourhoods, by gentrification. 
Source: Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gay_village 
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