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	Short term

(months)


	Droughts can ruin the financial security of many and the resultant stresses affect people mentally and also can damage personal relationships.
Water and its availability and quality affects everyone, even city people when water restrictions are enforced.
	Around 12% of people who were currently in an area affected by drought have mental health /alcohol abuse problems  compared to seven percent in areas which haven’t been hit by drought in the last three years.
One farmer takes his life every four days, and special help lines have been set up for those who find it hard to cope.
	Dairy producers have been hit particularly hard by the drought that swept much of Australia. 2004 was a particularly bleak year, as a drought-caused drop in production sent revenue in the industry down by 4.5%

Reduced availability of food items results in increased prices for both consumers and producers
	Bush fires are a natural event in Australia, but the ongoing drought, warm winds and recent spate of extremely hot weather have combined to create conditions that have fuelled fires of a scale and ferocity never seen before. 
The Murray Darling River recorded its lowest ever October flows in 2006. Inflow in 2007 was just 5% of the average.

	Long Term

(years)


	Australia in the past 100 years has relied solely on water from dams for agriculture and consumption. Now schemes like grey-water water-recycling have come into effect.

In 2006 Perth completed a seawater desalination plant that will supply 17% of its needs. Melbourne is  building one of the world's largest desalination plants. It will be capable of producing up to a third of Melbourne's water needs.
	Sustainable Population Australia, have contended that as the driest inhabited continent, Australia cannot continue to sustain its current rate of population growth without becoming overpopulated.

Vast numbers of women have abandoned the countryside seeking better jobs or education in metropolitan areas. They have left behind communities overloaded with younger males.
	 Australia's cotton production dropped a 66% reduction compared to five years ago (considered a "normal" year). The crop has been half its usual size for three of the past five years.

The largest rice mill in the Southern Hemisphere has closed. Six long years of drought have taken a toll, reducing Australia’s rice crop by 98 percent and leading to the closing of the mill last December.
	In June 2008  an expert panel had  of long term, maybe irreversible, severe ecological damage for the whole Murray-Darling basin if it did not receive sufficient water by October of that year.

 Drought results in increased desertification, i.e. once fertile land becomes desert, a situation from which the land rarely recovers 




Drought in Australia Dec 2008 Murray Darling Basin – MEDC Around 2000 Australia was prone to wet weather brought on by La Niña influenced weather patterns. Then from 2003 a long, severe drought, again the worst on record was experienced in many parts of Australia.�








