	Hurricane Katrina – New Orleans area August 2005.           Demographic 1500 dead.

	Term
	Social
	Economic
	Environmental

	Short
	Health issues - Aside from the lack of water, food, and sanitation facilities, there were concerns that the prolonged flooding might lead to an outbreak of health problems – diarrhea, asthma from mould, vibrio – bacterial infection.

By October thousands of people had returned after the parts least affected by flooding. Schools reopened. Power supplies are partially working - only a few parts have drinking water.
	30 offshore oil platforms and 9 refineries shutdown. Oil production reduced by 25% for 6 months.
The Beau Rivage Resort and Casino in Biloxi, Mississippi, reopened on August 29, 2006, on the one year anniversary of Hurricane Katrina. Mississippi state lost $500,000 in tax revenue for each day that the Biloxi-area riverboat casinos were closed.
	20% of coastal wetland lost affecting breeding of turtles, pelicans and fish. 16 National Wildlife Refuges affected.
Flood waters contained sewage, heavy metal waste and pesticides. 24.6 million litres of oil spilled into Lake Pontchartrain.

	Long
	Shelter – over one million people evacuated displaced or made homeless. The effects are more likely to be longer term /permanent for poorer people. More than 100,000 families continued to live in FEMA trailers in Dec 2006. Five trailers parks at the Baton Rouge airport were to be shut down in 2007.

The Lower Ninth ward was devastated and four years after Katrina only about 20% was reoccupied. Actor Brad Pitt helped to fund the rebuilding of 150 houses. The houses will be sustainable, earth-friendly, and on stilts to prevent later flood damage
	The Insurance Information Institute reports that Hurricane Katrina was the costliest disaster in the history of insurance. It said that the insurance industry paid $41.1 billion and more than 1.7 million claims – across six states.
Forestry is a major industry in s. Mississippi, accounting for 10% of all jobs in the state. Katrina caused significant damage to 5,300 km² of forestland in the state. The greatest damage occurred from the coastal counties. An estimated 52,900,000 m³ of paperwood and 7,600,000 m³ of sawtimber were destroyed. The estimated economic impact of this loss was $1.3 billion. 
	Louisiana's barrier islands like the Chandeleur Islands off the SE coast scarcely exist today (lost 85% of surface area). The damage [from Katrina] may have been worse if those islands weren't there. They reduced the wave impact on the inner shore. Damage still there 5 years later.
Katrina also took its toll on the Gulf Coast's tree population, with more than 320 million trees killed to the east of New Orleans during the storm. They gradually grew back.








