
Competition over water resources is pitting an influx of herders with camels, goats and cattle against residents of towns like Hadado, where locals are now using force to block newcomers from using the area's single active well.








A drought which began in June in arid regions of northern Kenya is dividing pastoralist families, forcing women and children to beg in the region's towns as men drive their herds as far as 300 kms in search of fast-vanishing grass and water.











Food prices have doubled across Kenya. A 20-litre can of poor quality water has quadrupled in price. Big game is dying in large numbers in national parks, and electricity has had to be rationed, affecting petrol and food supplies.





Other less drought-resistant animals like buffalo, warthog, hippopotami and certain species of antelope have been hit hard.  Crocodiles have been forced to migrate sometimes many kilometres in search of water











Normally you only find poaching much further from where it is now, People are desperate and going for anything, including the meat. This is not quite normal for people to hunt for elephant meat.





If you get a large-scale mortality in elephants, and you get a lot of old matriarchs going, you lose the memory banks. That's the lessons the matriarchs have learned from their own mothers about things like where to go for water.�





According to the World Bank, Kenya is one of the 12 countries deemed most at risk from increasingly frequent and severe drought brought about by a changing climate.





Non-governmental organizations in the region are trying to supply tanker water to ease the problems, but the intervention has not reached all the communities





An estimated 100,000 cattle have died in Kenya due to lack of water, and Kenya’s government estimates 10 million people face food shortages. Malnutrution is a worry as are diseases stemming from dirty drinking water.





At least 20,000 Somalis displaced by fighting  are facing an uncertain future in camps in the Kenyan town of Mandera, Somalia has been embroiled in conflict for nearly 20 years with more than 600,000 refugees in neighbouring countries.





Poaching, cattle rustling and banditry are on the rise, worrying people as attackers use ever-sophisticated weapons. An estimated 400 people died in 2009 due to violence. This will continue to get worse year on year.











After 3 years of drought, the families from the Borana tribe, have unanimously decided to settle down. We will make charcoal and sell firewood. We do not expect to ever go back to animals our nomadic days are over.








“Sustained economic recovery... stands the risk of losing momentum due to ongoing drought." The Kenyan central bank said GDP grew by 5% in 2005. Predictions for GDP growth in 2006 are now as low as 4.5%








We cannot sell now as our livestock have lost weight and traders are not interested in buying. In one month you will see carcasses around here. The remaining herds of cattle are weak and cannot move to another area in search of pasture and water


�





The money economy is creeping in, as is education and the settled life," "Young people see the cow now as more of an economic necessity rather than the core of their culture." Traditionally livestock was central to life now independence and self-sufficiency have gone.











People now see that these droughts are coming more and more frequently. They know that they cannot restock. Breeding animals takes time. It take several years to recover. One major drought every 10 years is OK but one good rainy season is not enough"








