	Why is Barry Cox a singer in a Wok’n’Roll Band? (Mystery)


	It is far more difficult than mandarin which is the dialect spoken in Beijing and north China. 1
	Luckily the owner’s nephew wanted to learn English . They helped each other and became good friends. 2

	Still, Cox got hired for a few performances, partly as an oddity. 3
	Barry decided to learn a language to boost his employment prospects. 4

	His name Gok Pak-wing means ‘long life’ in Cantonese. 5
	Barry left school at 16 with 5 fairly ordinary GCSE passes. 6

	Nine years were spent mastering the nine tonal variations in all day conversations at the chip shop. 7
	Inspired Barry entered a local singing competition at Chinese new year. 8

	He ended up learning  Cantonese the language of Hong Kong and south China. 9
	Producers and impresarios were not sure what to make of this ‘new white face on the block’. 10

	Macau is the Chinese gambling centre – like a Chinese Las Vegas. 11
	Now,  a Hollywood film studio wants to film his life story. With Barry playing himself as the lead. 12

	He was overwhelmed at a concert in Manchester given by Leon Lai, one of Hong Kong’s favourite heart throbs. 13
	He has star billing as Gok Pak-wing in the Venetian Hotel. 14

	He even worked at a Chinese supermarket stacking shelves to help pay his way whilst learning. 15
	So he walked into his local chip shop and asked the Chinese owners for ‘pie and language lessons’. 16

	Barry Cox was born and raised in Liverpool. He had an ordinary English childhood. 17
	“When you go back you see your friends doing exactly the same as 10 years ago”. Barry says he got out of the rut. 18

	His big break came when he was hired to perform at the Venetian hotel in Macau. 19
	“I sang terribly but everyone applauded”. So then he decided to take singing lessons. 20

	Evenings were spent at the local pub chatting with his new Chinese friends. 21
	Barry tried to learn Spanish at an evening class but his classmates were too well educated. 22

	In the late 1990s, now in his late 20s, Barry went to Hong Kong but initially he was relatively unsuccessful. 23
	The Venetian hotel is the new mega-casino in Macau. Barry is the resident artiste. 24


