Key Idea 2: Notes from the Examiner
Distinctive landforms within one geomorphic environment (i.e. glacial areas) are the product of the processes of weathering, mass movement, erosion, transport and deposition. These processes interact with geology.

1. When looking at glacial landforms you have to consider the differing  processes before, during and after the Ice Age that have helped to shape and modify the landforms. This is the TIME component.

2. Things happen faster in high energy periods – when it is consistently colder, ice builds up, weathering increase, erosion increases, ice advances transporting more debris which is deposited at lower levels. The whole sequence of processes are interconnected.

3. Often the examiner asks ‘to what extent’ the glacial landforms are due to glacial processes – so you have to also consider other processes that have modified them – e.g. the nature of the rock or faulting within the rock (geology), any endogenetic movements (tectonic or isostatic uplift), and human modifications e.g. in using earth moving equipment or in managing the landscape. So as well as glacial processes you have to consider structure and time and other processes (e.g. fluvial). (All this was in KI1.)
4. Often students concentrate too much on erosion features and rather neglect glacial deposition and fluvio-glacial deposition features. You need examples of all of weathering – mass movement – erosion – transport and deposition.
