Generalisation B: Interaction between Geomorphological processes, landforms and human activity needs careful management. Management strategies may result in costs and benefits and require evaluation.

Key Idea 1: Human activity impact on landform and geomorphological processes.

Note: Just as the impact of geomorphological processes and landform on human activity is to some degree dependent on the nature of the human activity in an area, so the human activity is also dependent to some extent on the nature of geomorphological processes and landform under impact.

Impact of human activity depends upon:

· Intensity and nature of the human activities in the geomorphological environment under study  (in our case glacial environments; past or present)

· Character of landform and nature of geomorphic processes in the glacial environments.

Examples of human activity requiring management in the glacial environments:

· Leisure activities

· Winter sports activities including associated infrastructure – buildings, road access etc. in currently glaciated areas

· Summer sports/tourism like hill walking, water skiing, mountain boarding, climbing, enjoying scenery in former glaciated uplands e.g. Brecon Beacons, Snowdonia, Lake District, Highlands of Scotland.

· Logging activities leading to the removal of vegetation cover accelerating weathering and mass movement processes – e.g. (current) increased avalanche risk in the Alps e.g. (former glaciated area) increased soil erosion in Talybont woodland in the Brecon Beacons 

· Damming of lakes and use as reservoirs for water or HEP (or pump storage in the case study of Dinorwig)

· Inappropriate management strategies can have unintended impacts making revised strategies necessary e.g. transfer of human induced pressures elsewhere.

· French Alps – Olympic bid at Albertville leading to a moratorium on further ski village developments

· Talybont Woodland in Brecon Beacons – footpath management on one path may divert pressures elsewhere

