RECEIVING COUNTRY

ECONOMIC

Positive

· Migrants help the Economy  12.5% of working age population bringing "Clear benefits" to UK. With little or no effect on unemployment and only a "Modest negative" impact on lowest paid UK workers. Migrants 'one eighth of workers' Source: Home Office report in: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/7048205.stm Sainsbury's said that it will employ more immigrant workers because they have a "superior" work ethic. The supermarket chain said it hopes the diligent approach of Eastern Europeans and other new arrivals will spread to domestic workers.
· Address skills gap The Chairman of the CBI (Confederation of British Industry) believes that evidence showed that the influx of immigrant workers into the UK was boosting the UK economy by helping to fill skills shortage gaps. 'Foreign workers come to the UK to work and not, as feared by some, to benefit in any other ways. According to figures published by the government, since July 2004 when the EU was enlarged by the accession of various Central and Eastern European countries, there has been a large influx of foreign workers into the UK totalling over 600,000 - 62% of which came from Poland and which together have added £2.54bn to the economy according to Government estimates. 10 per cent of employees on Britain's building sites are now from overseas. The impact that foreign workers have had on the UK industry has been so profound that leaders of Britain's biggest businesses employing millions of people have called on the Government to operate an 'open door' policy to allow unlimited immigration from Bulgaria and Romania when these two Eastern Bloc states join the European Union in January, 2007.
· Building Boom British migration to Spain is a phenomenon that has increased rapidly since the late 1990s and now consists of an estimated 761,000 people.Spain is the biggest consumer of cement in the European Union, sloshing down almost 50m tonnes of the stuff every year. In 2004 some 180,000 holiday homes were built along the coast. There are many retirement homes for British people on the Costa del Concrete. In and around Malaga, heartland of the Costa del Sol, the local English-language paper, Sur in English, has increased its print run to 60,000 - and sells out. The profile of the readers has changed, dropping about 20 years in age. The paper is full of ideas of things to do with children. http://www.immigrationwatchcanada.org/index.php?module=pagemaster&PAGE_user_op=view_page&PAGE_id=1171&MMN_position=115:90 
Negative

· Poor neighbouring countries bear the heaviest burden
Most migrants and refugees do not have the financial means to travel long distances. They seek a safe haven in another region in their own or in a neighbouring country. The economically weakest countries are therefore most severely affected by migration and refugee problems. According to estimates of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the Western European countries were confronted with 2.2 million refugees and displaced persons in early 1999 (corresponding to 18.3 per cent of the total number). In the same period, there were also 17.8 million migrants in these countries (20.2 per cent of migrants world-wide). At the same time, over two thirds of all refugees and displaced persons were to be found in Africa or Asia.
· Unemployment in Host Country in a Recession The UK is to be more selective about migrant workers, The Home Seceretary (Ms Smith) says Non-EU migrants should not be able to take a skilled job in the UK unless it has been advertised to British workers first, the home secretary has said. The government had to make sure policy on overseas workers was "responding to the current economic circumstances", Jacqui Smith told the BBC. She also said areas of skills shortages should be identified so UK training could be geared to those areas. The number of non-UK-born workers in Britain reached 3.8 million last year. Workers from non-EU countries are categorised by a points-based system that decides whether they can find work in the UK, while there are no restrictions on EU citizens. bbc.co.uk  22-Feb-2009
· Costs of Housing Asylum Seekers Research by South Bank University, which monitored 98 asylum seekers, would suggest that the Home Office spent some £430,000 detaining 73 people who would have complied anyway under alternative restrictions (reporting requirements to the police, etc.). It has long been acknowledged that the UK detention regime is extremely expensive (the planned extension which would add another 44 places for single men to the Dungavel Reception Centre is expected to cost £3 million in capital costs alone), but centralized reception systems that – intentionally or incidentally – track asylum seekers’ whereabouts in the community, are not cheap either. The UK government spent over £1 billion in 2002 on the National Asylum Support Service (serving over 100,000 asylum seekers). Costs of Frontex EU Border Patrol.
SOCIAL

Positive

· Halt rural depopulation In some areas, the newcomers have been welcomed for bringing life to agricultural communities that have become stripped of young people and economic activity. In others, the influx has led to social tensions, anger and massive pressure on space and resources.
There are few complaints in the village of Comares, high in the hills behind Malaga. There the 425 registered foreigners are credited with keeping the village alive. "So many people were leaving that the school was half empty. Now all the classrooms are full," said Inmaculada Gutierrez, an assistant to the mayor.
In the village of Arboleas, a three-hour drive into the mountains from Malaga, the story is the same. British immigrants make up a quarter of pupils at the school. Carl Shears, a 40-year-old former manager for a fitness company in the UK who moved in 18 months ago, said that the newcomers had "reinvented the lives of people here. This is rural Spain. All the young people were leaving. They had the TV and internet and suddenly farming olives didn't seem so attractive any more". http://www.immigrationwatchcanada.org/index.php?module=pagemaster&PAGE_user_op=view_page&PAGE_id=1171&MMN_position=115:90 
· Cultural Enrichment Migration also leads to intermixing of people from diverse cultures and results in the evolution of composite culture. In the UK the number of new restaurants opening in 2007 exceeded the number of take away food outlets that also started out in business ( 1803 restaurants compared to 1701 take-aways ). This indicates that the UK may be starting to move away from its reputation as a ‘takeaway culture’.
Amongst these new start-ups, ethnic restaurants continued to be the most popular type of new establishment. Indian and Chinese restaurants were the first and second most popular type of restaurant to open, collectively accounting for over 25% of all openings. Indeed, of all restaurants opening last year, 40% served ethnic food ranging from Persian to Japanese, Kurdish, Nepalese and Korean
 
However….

Italy bans kebabs and foreign food from cities The tomato comes from Peru and spaghetti was probably a gift from China. 
It is, though, the “foreign” kebab that is being kicked out of Italian cities as it becomes the target of a campaign against ethnic food, backed by the centre-right Government of Silvio Berlusconi. 

The drive to make Italians eat Italian, which was described by the Left and leading chefs as gastronomic racism, began in the town of Lucca this week, where the council banned any new ethnic food outlets from opening within the ancient city walls. 

Yesterday it spread to Lombardy and its regional capital, Milan, which is also run by the centre Right. The antiimmigrant Northern League party brought in the restrictions “to protect local specialities from the growing popularity of ethnic cuisines”.  http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/food_and_drink/article5622156.ece 
· Halt Ageing Populations. Britain needs more immigrants to avoid a crisis caused by falling birth rates and an ageing populatio. A study, called Jewels in the Crown, found that as life expectancy rises the need for a younger workforce will grow - and its author suggests immigration may be part of the solution. Dr Vaughan Robinson, head of the Migration Unit at Swansea University, said: "Britain's ethnic minorities provide us with an opportunity rather than a problem." Unless levels of immigration were increased by around 20%, the UK population would fall by three million by 2050, Dr Robinson's study into population trends suggested. As a consequence Britons would need to work into their seventies to support the large number of elderly people and fund more of their own health and pension care, he said. 

Negative
· Retirement areas The English migrants on the Costa Del Sol  are “dubbed the 'por favores' because, despite living in Spain for years, their language skills run to por favor, but little more - if indeed they bother to say 'please' at all. In one village a group of five British families has recently angered Spanish neighbours by drinking, brawling and swearing in the streets. "The atmosphere there is very bad," a resident said. "The British are not welcome any more." Another local described how the fiesta, where traditionally the local town hall provides free wine, beer and paella, had been overrun by "British men in their fifties getting plastered".
· Resentment in economic downturn / Failure to integrate e.g. Muslims in Britain are to challenge UK law which forbids husbands from having more than one wife. They say they will refer Britain's ban on polygamous marriage to the European Court of Human Rights this autumn. Under Islamic law a man is allowed to have up to four wives, but the Muslim Parliament of Britain says that many families are being forced to live outside the law because their polygamous marriages are not recognised here. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/791263.stm 
· Imbalanced Population Structure in Immigrant Communities Large cities have unfavourable sex ratio as compared to rural areas due to high male immigration which can lead to social problems. Immigration controls can lead to people trafficking and one reason the EU is so concerned is the involvement of organised crime. Europol says gangs are making as much from human trafficking as they are from drug smuggling. Often the immigrants spend thousands of dollars to be smuggled into the EU only to be conned and dumped elsewhere. The EU is aiming to harmonise aslyum seeking legislation but the question of how to patrol its vast borders effectively remains as difficult as ever. 

ENVIRONMENTAL

Positive
· Barn conversion In areas of rural depopulation like Powys counterurbanisation has led to old buildings being restored. Often these are done under planning regulation and do not damage the scenery.
· Rural in-migrants enjoy the scenery In places like Crickhowell in the Brecon Beacons National Park it was the in-migrant population that led the opposition to a potentially environmentally destructive development a proposed by-pass. Native populations are sometimes more concerned with making an economic return from their home area taking the line that ‘you can’t eat the scenery’ i.e. jobs are needed rather than just maintaining an attractive environment.
· Gentrification In-migration of significant numbers of Young Urban Professionals and DINKYs can lead to changes in residential neighbourhoods in cities. Rundown areas offer larger properties at lower prices – i.e. an investment opportunity. If money is spent renovating homes the overall environment of the neighbourhood can improve. E.g. Cardiff Bay has been transformed from a grimy coal exporting sea port to an area of exclusive houses and chic eateries and pubs. The former Tiger Bay is now trendy bay. Read more: "Cardiff Bay Worth a Visit: Tiger Bay's Transformation to Cardiff Bay" - http://wales-travel.suite101.com/article.cfm/cardiff_bay_worth_a_visit#ixzz0959oImTT
Negative

· Rural-Urban migration creates ghettoes in cities. Mexican migrant worker camps near San Diego. Watch Youtube video clip (elsewhere on this page) and make notes. Favelas in Brazil and shanty towns in Kampala.  [image: image1.png]& Done
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· Pressure on Resources One problem in the Costa Del Sol has been a shortage of water, caused both by the recent drought and the huge demands of the new housing developments with golf courses and swimming pools.” And corruption in local councils has meant that many homes owned by the British are built on protected land. Last week dozens of UK homeowners in Alicante on the Costa Blanca were told that their houses might be demolished and a crackdown in the summer on the Costa del Sol has led to 73 arrests and the demolition of scores of properties.
· USA Mexican Wall “The Department of Homeland Security intends to break ground on the border wall in the Rio Grande Valley of Texas in the spring of 2008. Seventy miles of wall are planned to cut across the Valley from Roma to Brownsville. In preparation for this enormous and expensive project, DHS has prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Unfortunately, the document, prepared by the private contractor e²M, is not an objective study as required by environmental regulations, but an enthusiastic endorsement of the border wall. It erroneously claims that a border wall will stop illegal immigration and keep the United States safe from terrorism. And it downplays the damage a wall will cause to the communities, farms and natural areas of the Rio Grande Valley and to our nation as a whole.”
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 The USA/Mexican Border wall in California.
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 The USA/Mexican Border wall in Texas.
