Glaciation: Key Idea 1 continued: What are the atmospheric processes and conditions affecting geomorphic processes and landforms?

1. These are the processes involving and resulting from the action and interaction of elements making up climate and weather i.e. 

· insolation rates including hours of sunshine,

· temperature range

· air pressure

· evaporaton rates

· the amount and incidence (when it occurs) of precipitation (rainfall and snowfall)

· Daily and seasonal changes in atmospheric conditions are important factors affecting geomorphological processes including their energy levels.

2. Weathering is both an atmospheric process and also a geomorphoogical process snce it alters rock outcrops ‘in situ’ by both physical and chemical action.

3. Differing atmospheric conditions produce the main morphoclimatic zones (see diagram showing importance of latitude in influencing the location of climatic zones). (Coastal environments cut across morphocliimatic zones as there are coastlines at all latitudes from the Equator to the Poles.)

