How can development indicators be used to compare countries?
Human development index (HDI) It is now widely accepted that the term development means more than just wealth.  GNP measures were traditionally used to show development because the information is easy to obtain. In 1990, the United Nations replaced GNP as their measure of development with the Human Development Index (HDI).  Since then the UN has published an annual report in which it ranks countries according to the quality of life of its inhabitants rather than using traditional economic figures.  The HDI is a social welfare index measuring 3 variables: life expectancy (health), adult literacy (education) and real GNP per capita (standard of living).
Each variable is given a score ranging from 1.00 (the best) to 0.00 (the poorest).  The HDI can:

· Measure differences within a country (unlike GNP) as well as between countries.  

· Highlight where poverty is worst, both within and between countries.

	Country
	GNP per capita (US$)
	Birth rate
	Life expectancy
	% Adult literacy
	% Work in primary
	HDI

	UK
	18,700
	12
	77
	99
	2
	0.923

	Kenya
	280
	34
	48
	80
	80
	0.514


· Help a country to set targets that can lead to improvements in the quality of life of its citizens.  E.g. Better health care to improve life expectancy or better education to improve literacy rates.
Activity


What does HDI stand for?


Describe the 3 variables that are used to measure the HDI.


Evaluate the HDI compared to economic measures.


Using the evidence from source 2 to justify the UK being classed as an MEDC and Kenya as an LEDC.





  Ext – You have to choose 5 images and/or objects for an exhibition called ‘The United Kingdom: an economically, socially and culturally developed country’.


Choose your images and/or objects and explain why


List images/objects you would not choose and explain why





Source 2: Selected indicators of development








