Activity:

1) In pairs or 3’s, pupils take statements from envelope and sort into categories – Causes, Effects, Background information.

2) Next ask pupils to sort the causes pile into 2 categories – Human, Physical.  Discuss flooding processes, key words etc.  Focus on factors which increase surface run-off.
3) Stick the words onto a piece of A4 under the four headings: Background Information; Physical CAUSES; HUMAN CAUSES; EFFECTS.

4) Make up a story board using the effects labels. The aim is to explain the answer to the mystery title in no more than 8 cartoons. On each cartoon there should be no more than 8 words as labels. The general idea is explained below ….
	Draw a cartoon in each box
	The cartoons make a storyboard telling the effects
	To show how the Vermeulen family was affected


	In the short and the long term.



	Advice:

Pupils do the start box first


	Then do the end box


	Then think of the middle
	Then fill in the in between bits (so you don’t do too much on the start and have no room at the end.)





The idea is that pupils are practicising a detailed case study of the effects on one family, in one place over time. The storyboard idea helps to give a structure. Hopefully they might remember it better than formal writing. 

This activity works well after a lesson on the basics of how rivers flood.  It can be used  to try and encourage them to think of how human activity is affected by, but can also contribute to flooding (catch 22 situation).  It is based on the video Geographical Eye: River Floods (Tape 100)

By answering the mystery question afterwards as well, pupils had to think about secondary/longer term effects of hazards, and links between human activity and hazards.  Hopefully they enjoy it and it get discussing/arguing about some of the statements.

Extension

Afterwards they could write up the effects as a case study. They could include a sketch map (research). They could consider the second video (reducing the risks)

e.g. 
a) name a place where you have studied   a serious flood. 


b) draw an annotated sketch map to show some of the places affected by the flooding


c) describe how the flood affected people


d) explain what people could do or have done to prevent the flood affecting them in the future.

(Thanks and) Credit to www.sln.org.uk from whom this activity has been borrowed and adapted.

