'It's not easy, but we'll survive'
(Filed: 02/02/2001)
ALAN W…… has four children, a mortgage and a car loan. He heard yesterday that he is about to lose his job as a blastfurnaceman at Llanwern, but he thinks he is one of the lucky ones.

He said: "I'm only 36, still young enough to start again, and I've got my skill as a carpenter to fall back on. I'm a survivor. I'll make it but I worry for my mates." Mr W…. gave up his £18,000-a-year job as a manager with Westbury Homes six years ago to snap up a vacancy at what was then British Steel. He said: "I thought I'd have a job for life and a pension. How wrong can you get?"

His pay has averaged over £25,000 a year and he earned £30,000 with bonuses last year. It has given him, his wife, Kay, 35, and their four children aged 13, 11, nine and three, a "good but not luxurious" standard of living. The mortgage is £250 a month and their biggest luxury is a VW Sharan people carrier for the family for which they are three years into a four-year £237-a-month bank loan.

They spend their holidays at self-catering accommodation in Britain "because that's what the kids like best". He is teetotal and they seldom go out. "Our favourite nights are spent together with a video and a take-away," said his wife. Mr W……… is considering several work options, but he added: "It's going to be hard to match the steelworks pay.

"We might have to sell the car, cut back on telephone calls, trim the luxuries. It isn't going to be easy but the prospect doesn't frighten me. We'll get by."

What do you think happened to the family over the next two years?








