	Grand Canyon and the Skywalk

	Before European immigration, the area was inhabited by Native Americans who built settlements within the canyon and its many caves. The Pueblo people considered the Grand Canyon ("Ongtupqa" in Hopi language) a holy site and made pilgrimages to it.   1

	Each year Grand Canyon National Park receives approximately 30,000 requests for backcountry permits. The park issues 13,000 permits, and close to 40,000 people camp overnight. The earliest a permit application is accepted is four months before the proposed start month.  2

	Grand Canyon National Park is one of the world’s premier natural attractions, attracting about five million visitors per year.   3
	The Skywalk is managed by the Hualapai Tribe and located on their tribal lands – a Shuttle bus service is available from the reservation boundary for a fee.  4

	The Grand Canyon is a steep-sided gorge. It is largely contained within the Grand Canyon National Park. 5
	There are several historical buildings located along the South Rim; most are in Grand Canyon Village and these have a visual  impact . 6

	The canyon has very steep sides as little weathering occurs in this arid climate. 7
	83% of visitors are from the USA – 17% from abroad (with 4% from the U.K.)   8

	From Las Vegas, take US-93 south into Arizona 100 kms. 9
	The canyon was created by the vertical erosion of the Colorado River over a 5 million year period.   10

	11Turn off US 93 from Las Vegas - After 40 kms on the Pierce Ferry Road, turn right on Diamond Bar Road. It is then 20 kms of dirt road and 10 kms of paved road to Grand Canyon West. 11


	Nearly two billion years of the Earth's geological history have been exposed as the Colorado River and its tributaries cut their channels through layer after layer of rock while the Colorado Plateau was uplifted.   12 

	The canyon is 446 km long, ranges in width from 6.4 to 29 km and attains a depth of over 1.83 km.    13
	Aside from casual sightseeing from the South Rim (averaging 7000 feet (2100 m) above sea level), whitewater rafting, hiking and running are especially popular. 14

	Grand Canyon National Park was finally established as the 17th U.S. National Park by an Act of Congress signed into law by President Woodrow Wilson on February 26, 1919.    15
	The Skywalk is at Grand Canyon West – just outside the Grand Canyon National Park Boundary.  16

	Camping on the North and South Rims is generally restricted to established campgrounds and reservations. 17
	The Coconino Canyon Train travels 24 miles through the canyon landscapes. The track was built in the 1800s.    18 

	The Grand Canyon Ultra Marathon is a 126km race over 24 hours. The floor of the valley is accessible by foot, muleback, or by boat or raft from upriver. The impact of feet erodes the footpaths and damages plants. 19
	Federal officials started a flood in the Grand Canyon in hopes of restoring its ecosystem on March 5, 2008. The canyon's ecosystem was permanently changed after the construction of the Glen Canyon Dam in 1963.       20

	The Grand Canyon lies on the River Colorado in Arizona state in the arid SW of the USA.   21
	In 2008 the Redlands Dam upstream of Supai broke after heavy rain and this caused flooding.    22

	Recently, the Hualapai Tribe opened the glass-bottomed Grand Canyon Skywalk on their property, Grand Canyon West. It costs a minimum of $85 in total for reservation fees, a tour package and admission to the Skywalk itself and cameras are not permitted on the Skywalk at any time. 23
	Hiking down to the river and back up to the rim in one day is discouraged by park officials because of the distance, steep and rocky trails, change in elevation, and danger of heat exhaustion from the much higher temperatures at the bottom. 24

	Tourists wishing for a more vertical perspective can board helicopters and small airplanes in Las Vegas, Phoenix and Grand Canyon National Park Airport (seven miles from the South Rim) for canyon flyovers. 25
	National Park management issues relate to the reintroduction into the wild of the  endangered California Condor, air tour overflight noise levels, water rights disputes with various tribal reservations that border the park, and forest fire management. 26


