Jan 08   Describe and explain the role of high energy events, compared with longer periods of stability, in the development of landforms in your chosen geomorphic environment.  (20)
	Introduction
	Glacial environments

Definition of high energy events versus longer periods of stability

Different time frames involved

	Main part 
	High Energy events – longer term

· mountain building episodes create young fold mountains which may be so high they are glaciated even in tropical latitudes eg Himalayas

· Ice ages themsleves – ice has greter erosive power than rivers or rain – hence in the UK upland Britain is dominated by the features of glacial erosion even today 1200 years after the Ice Age

· Shorter term hazardous events

· jokulhlaups in Iceland (volcanic)

· alluviones in Peru (earthquake)

· GLOFS in Bhutan

High energy events increase as climate gets cooler – glaciers expand and do more erosion but meltwater events increase as climate warms and melting occurs e.g. today.

Longer periods of stability lead

· varved clays show seasonal changes – winter freezes and low energy conditions compared to meltwater and much deposition in warmer summer

· short term few years build up of terminal morianes when glacier stops advancing temporarily – few years

· to melting and glacial deposits eg eastern England – till

· isostatic readjustments eg raised beaches

· eustatic changes in sea level eg Britain becomes an island

	Conclusion
	Key thing is time scale – not just short term events.

High energy events bring more dramatic landform changes but what could be more significant to Britain than the rising sea level making it an island.


