	 Geography in the News – November 2009

	Why does Rachel want her sister to ring?

	They set sail on the next leg of their voyage on October 22nd 2009  1
	In the UK ‘SKIers’ are older folk ‘spending the kids inheritance’ by having a good time and travelling the world. (2)
	November – the Chandlers are not wealthy perhaps the ransom will be cut to £100,000? 3

	An ordinary Somali earns about $600 a year, but even the lowliest freebooter can make nearly 17 times that — $10,000 — in a single hijacking. 4
	They had sailed along the Mediterranean and through the Suez Canal down to the Indian Ocean - staying most recently in the Seychelle Islands 5
	The emergency beacon was set of at 11pm on the 23rd October The last message on their blog, entered shortly before the distress signal was sent, reads simply: “PLEASE RING - SARAH”.  6

	Air rescuers spotted the boat being towed towards the coast. 7
	The Chandlers too early retirement – he was an engineer and she was an economist 8
	Most of the places mentioned are in or around the Indian Ocean  9

	The pirates come from a country called Somalia 10
	Somali population living in Cardiff, Wales …

Estimated population 4,000-10,000 
First arrived 1880s Settled 1950s        11
	A lot of older / middle age folk have ‘wanderlust’ for travel 12

	Many older folk want to ‘give something back’ and volunteer to help overseas. 13
	Somalia is sometimes called a ‘failed state’. 14
	They were setting sail for Tanzania 15

	So far in 2009: 147 incidents, compared with 63 in the same period in 2008  16
	It is believed that Somali pirates may have captured the boat 17
	There is an ongoing civil war in Somalia since 1991. 18

	The pirates took them to the port of Harardheere 19
	Somalia had a Human Development Index of 160 (out of 180 countries in the world). But the UN has no statistics for it since 2001       20
	Older folk tend to like ‘hard by day, soft by night’ travel. But the Chandlers sold their home and bought a yacht. 21

	By 28th October a ransom demand for 4$ million was received from someone called ‘Hussein’  22
	The Chandlers had no kids but their main tie with the UK was an 85 year old father – who they would visit (when in the UK). 25
	Rachel and Paul Chandler come from Tonbridge in Kent. 24


