At the top of a hill in Falda Verde, seven rectangular nets made from nylon mesh, stand proud against the wind, in a near-permanent ocean fog, as if waiting for players to begin a tennis match. Droplets of moisture from the fog coalesce on the nets and percolate down to collectors. The water is channelled down a pipe to a storage container in the sheltered valley below. There, greenhouses and aloe plantations are watered from the fog using drip irrigation. The fog trappers are so efficient, that a square metre of net can produce 1.6 litres of water each day.

“We sell each aloe vera leaf at the local supermarket for 2000 pesos ($3.80) and we have 50 aloe vera plants at the moment, so we’re making good money,” beams Hugo Streeter Cortez, a fish butcher who is part of the fog-catching cooperative.

“It’s made a huge difference to our lives having this water to grow plants,” he adds.
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