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Population Distribution in Australia
Population 
Total population of Australia (June 2002) = 19,640,979 
33.7% (=6.6 million) of Australia's population live outside of major cities 
2.6% (of the 33.7% of population) (=510,600) is considered Remote 
Land 
78% of Australia is defined as remote 
The above statistics highlight that Rural and Remote Australia has a small population living over a large area. 

The following map shows the distribution of Australia's population
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The graph below shows the total population of each state.
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Assessment: This assessment looks at Key Stage 3 National Curriculum skills for geography. For Level 7 - “construct and use plans and maps to and apply map skills accurately to obtain information”. “identify and explain geographical patterns and how places and patterns are interconnected”.
The questions are based on a lesson you will have undertaken in class already. You can apply anything that you learned in that lesson to help you to answer these questions…

1. Draw a sketch map shaded to show the population of each state.

2. Use the map to describe the general pattern of population distribution in Australia and refer to some specific locations of high and low population density in Australia. Your teacher will explain that this question requires you to annotate the sketch map that you have drawn.
3. Explain the reasons why so many Australians near to the coast.
4. The characteristics of a rural Australian settlement are extremely diverse, however they often include: 

· Smaller population 

· Large distances from metropolitan centres 

· Reduced access to basic services 

· One dominant industry (eg; mining, farming, fishing, tourism) 

· Higher proportions of Indigenous people 

Explain the problems of living in a remote Australian settlement like Coober Pedy (referring to some of the facts listed in the paragraph above).
Additional Resources: Access to atlas.


Prior Learning: video Coasts, Outback and Wilderness – Australia 2000
worksheet for above video.

